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The Framework for a Government 


OURS IS A HIGH DUTY 


By HAROLD E. STASSEN, Governor of Minnesota 
Keynote address at the Republican Convention held in Philadelphia, June 25, 1940 


UR forefathers erected here a great lighthouse of 

liberty. They showed a new way for men to live. 

At last men and women could stand erect. They 
were free—free to think for themselves, to speak and to 
work and to worship for themselves. Free to use their hands 
and their brains to build homes for themselves. And free to 
choose from among themselves their own rulers. 

When those founders of our nation met in this historic 
city, a century and a half ago, the dark shadow of despotic 
government covered most of the earth. The wealth, the 
traditions and the power of the Old World all were arrayed 
against them. 

Yet they succeeded. The framework for a government of 
free men which they drafted here became a beacon of liberty 
and progress for the entire world. The people of thirteen 
struggling States adopted their work, and made of it the liv- 
ing Constitution of these United States. The people took 
from their number a great leader and made of him, George 
Washington, their first President. 

Their task was well done. Let us strive to do as well in 
this our time of crisis. 

Country Put Apove Party 

For once again the black shadow of despotism falls over 
the world. Fellow Republican delegates, even as we meet 
lights are going out in Europe. Blackouts of dictators take 
the place of lighthouses of freemen. It is our grave respon- 
sibility to keep burning brightly the light of liberty. 

If we meet that responsibility well, the people of this 
great nation of forty-eight States will make the program and 
principles that we here set forth their program and their 
principles next November. 

lf we meet the challenge before us, we will here nominate 
a man the people of these United States will make their 
President next November. 

The challenge of the hour clearly calls for our Republican 
party to rise above narrow partisanship. Ours is the high 


duty to place the future of this nation above all other con- 
siderations, including our own desire to win. 
Let us face, with calm courage, the task that is before us. 


REALISTIC INVENTORY ASKED 


The press and the radio on this very day have brought to 
us added news of the horrors and tragedies of the war 
across the sea as ruthless rulers crush free men. Our Army 
Chief of Staff reports a tragic lack of preparedness for our 
own defense. 

All about us move the discouraged evidence that we still 
have ten million unemployed men and women. A heavy 
blanket of forty-five billions of indebtedness weighs down 
over all of our people. Back on the farms millions of rural 
families face their burdens with shrunken incomes. 

This would indeed be a dark picture if we did not also see 
the great potentialities of a free people, talented sons and 
daughters of every nation in the world, having in their pos- 
session natural resources unequaled by any other nation. 

Let us announce here and now that we have faith in the 
future of this nation and its way of life. 

It is for us realistically to take inventory, to draw heavily 
from the lessons of the past, and resolutely to turn our eyes 
to the future. Our first task is to cut through the clouds of 
confusion and of petty superficial political issues, and present 
to the people, crystal clear, the great underlying problems 
and principles upon which our real future progress must be 
made. 

We must brush aside the brambles of prejudice, bitterness 
and hatred and lead through to national unity based upon 
understanding, tolerance and confidence. 


Two RESPONSIBILITIES FACED 


Every citizen of this nation, regardless of his station in 
life, his political party, his nationality background, his creed 
or his race, faces two great responsibilities during these next 
months. 
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First, he faces the responsibility of supporting his govern- 
ment as now constituted, in every measure for the public 
good. 

So long as the now President of these United States is in 
the White House, so long as the now Senators and Repre- 
sentatives are in the Capitol they are our President and our 
Congress, and when they together take action of vital public 
concern they are entitled to have, and they will have, the 
support of all men and women, including in full measure 
the support of the Republicans of this nation. 

But there is a second and even greater responsibility facing 
every man and woman of this country. That is the duty of 
deciding quietly and calmly who shall exercise the leadership 
of this nation in the next four years of its existence. Then 
in keeping with that decision, each citizen should go to his 
ballot box next November and cast his precious vote. 

These two responsibilities are both of major importance, 
and each is distinct and separate. He who would confuse 
them and would. withhold support of such action now be- 
cause of the conviction that there should be a change in 
November, is guilty of a disservice to the future of this 
country. And he who seeks to claim that support now must 
carry with it the surrender of the right to change in Novem- 
ber, is equally guilty of a disservice to the future of this 
nation. 

CRITICISM IN A DEMOCRACY 


It is not a pleasant task to criticize those in positions of 
governmental authority. Yet it is absolutely essential to the 
functioning of democracy. 

It was not easy for the people of England to criticize their 
pre-war government yet how essential—in fact, how belated 
—was their change. It was not easy for the people of 
France to criticize their pre-war government or their pre- 
war generals, yet how necessary and how fatally delayed was 
their change. 

When democracies face a crisis, their first step must be an 
extremely frank and fair analysis of their leadership as they 
prepare to meet their hours of peril. 

I consider it to be the patriotic duty of my party to an- 
alyze frankly and fairly, from the facts and the records, the 
leadership this country now has, and that which it should 
have. 

Let nothing that this convention may do or say be con- 
strued or distorted by the enemies of democracies as a reflec- 
tion upon our form of government. 

The constructive criticism in which we must indulge, the 
vigorous debate in which we propose to engage, the severe 
condemnation we intend deliberately to visit upon those who 
deserve it—these are not the signs that democracy is not 
working. They are the living evidence that here, in the last 
refuge of liberal government, democracy still is working. 


Four Fronts ror ADVANCE 


As we face the future we see plainly that if this nation is 
to fulfill its high destiny, if we are to make America strong, 
and our way of life secure, whether the next years be years 
of peace or of conflict, we must advance with a decisive and 
determined step upon four major fronts: 

The front of NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS. 

The front of FIFTH COLUMN DEFENSE. 

The front of DOMESTIC ECONOMIC WELFARE. 

The front of GOVERNMENTAL EFFECTIVENESS 
AND INTEGRITY. 

What shall be the salients of our advance? What shall be 
the character of our leadership? These are questions, the 
answer to whi_h our Republican party must suggest, and our 
people must decide. 





Every one recognizes the vital necessity for this nation to 
advance rapidly and effectively upon the front of National 
Preparedness. We need more than millions of men and 
women willing to spring to the defense of the country. We 
need the physical and mechanical means of answering the 
challenge of those who seek to turn the great benefits of 
machine development into a mechanical Frankenstein of 
destruction. 

A PrRoGRAM FOR RE-ARMING 


We must develop our air force to take its place beside the 
Army and the Navy. We need large quantities of the most 
modern airplanes and anti-aircraft guns, the most modern 
tanks and anti-tank guns, the most modern ships and coast 
defense. 

We need highly mobile trained fighting units with bases 
for air, water and land defense strategically located in this 
hemisphere. These bases must be protected as far as the 
ingenuity of man can do so against destruction from the air. 
We must be constantly alert in research and invention of the 
means of defense against new weapons of aggression. 

To accomplish these ends we must fully utilize our mass 
production system, we must marshal and conserve our great 
credit resources, we must have executive ‘direction and re- 
sponsibility, we must cut through red tape and bureaucratic 
delays. 

We must have a united people, with each citizen willing 
to make sacrifices and ready to stand shoulder to shoulder in 
the interests of national defense. We need that pioneering 
spirit that characterized the days of the covered wagon. 


DEFENSE FAILURE CHARGED 


And what shall be our leadership as we move forward 
upon this tremendous task? Shall it be that group of men 
who for seven years have been in complete charge of our 
government, using the Democratic label? Let us examine 
their record. 

For seven years they have had not only the Presidency 
and the Cabinet but strong majorities in both houses of 
Congress. They have had complete authority and they must 
take full responsibility for what has happened so far as 
government is concerned during these past seven years. 

During these seven years ruthless dictators in other lands 
built the diabolical machines of destruction now crushing 
Europe. During these seven years cruel acts of aggression 
occurred in rapid succession. With full knowledge of these 
dangerous developments what did our national leadership do 
to meet the threats? 

It is a fact today, well known by the heads of every other 
government in the world, and belatedly coming to the 
knowledge of the people of this nation, that we are tragically 
unprepared. We are too woefully weak to give the Allies 
that material assistance this nation wants to give them. We 
are sadly wanting in the state of our defenses of this 
hemisphere. 

The Army Chief of Staff and the chief of the air force 
have testified to this serious lack of modern equipment for 
our defense. They have specifically stated that we lack 
almost entirely the mechanical means vital to our security. 


PreEsIDENT’s Data DispuTED 


As this news swept across the country the President went 
on the radio and in an extremely clever, but dangerously 
deceptive manner, lumped together the equipment that was 
“on hand” and “on order” in an effort to smooth over the 
failure to fulfill the trust that the American people placed in 
his Administration. 

The cold facts are that in many instances the totals the 
President gave “on hand” and “on order” were about one- 
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fifth “on hand” and four-fifths “on order” and those orders 
sadly delayed in their fulfillment. 

Even then he tried to give the American people the im- 
pression that they need not sacrifice, that they could move 
along with a shrug of the shoulders and that he would take 
care of things “on order.” 

He first placed some of the bungling members of his 
Administration in charge of the vital problem of production. 

We can be thankful today that the overwhelming demand 
of the people drove him, begrudgingly to turn some portions 
of the task over to tried and experienced men of industry 
who gladly stepped forward to aid their country. 

Buc he has still failed to put a single competent experi- 
enced man in charge of the entire job of production for de- 
fense. He insists upon maintaining an unwieldly board of 
seven with himself in charge. No man, fulfilling the respon- 
sibilities of the position of the Presidency, can in addition 
direct the diverse and highly important work of this 
committee. 

CaBiNneT Suirt “A CONFESSION” 


This failure to understand executive responsibility and 
coordination, and the primary rules of production and of 
getting a job done, has been one of the greatest weaknesses 
of this Administration. 

It is a terrific indictment that for many crucial months 
the important War Department has been disrupted by a 
tragic conflict of authority, with a Secretary of War and an 
Assistant Secretary hardly on speaking terms with one an- 
other, each conferring with the President, each playing his 
favorites within the department. 

And during the same crisis the Navy Department has been 
adrift without a real head, first headed by a man physically 
unable to carry on his task, and then by a Secretary who 
was submerged in a political campaign for the Governorship 
of one of our States. 

By the politically timed appointment on the eve of this 
convention of two men of our party to these two Cabinet 
posts, the President made an eleventh-hour confession of 
failure in his national defense administration. We are 
pleased that the prospect of our convention caused this sud- 
den improvement over New Deal incompetence, and it is 
only regrettable that we cannot change the entire Cabinet 
and the man who heads it with equal abruptness. 


YoutH Camp IpEA ASSAILED 


The most dangerous example of the wrong way to prepare 
was the startling proposal of the President last week that all 
boys and girls in this country between the ages of 18 and 20 
be compelled by the government to enter Federal training 
camps. 

That was the method of Hitler and Mussolini and Stalin. 
It is not the American way. We need more skilled and 
trained mechanics and technicians, but the American way to 
get them is through the vocational training system of this 
country and through private industry. 

The Federal Government should furnish the funds for 
the immediate expansion of these skilled training and appren- 
tice programs. We should repeal the restrictions that make 
it almost impossible for industry to train young men. This 
part of our preparedness program should be coordinated 
under the officers of the Army and Navy and directed by a 
man who has had practical experience in training skilled 
men. It should be kept away from the impractical dreamers. 

Give our young men and our young women the chance 
to train themselves for the opportunities and duties that are 
opening up and you will not have to herd them by compul- 
sion to a government Camp. 








When we need more men in our armed forces we should 
secure them in accordance with the program of the Army 
and Navy officials and we should not turn this task over to 
the New Deal social experimenters. 

The President said these camps would teach discipline and 
keep these young people away from foreign isms. I would 
much rather trust our churches, our schools and our homes 
to teach discipline and love of America than I would a 
compulsory government camp. 


NEGLECT AND WAsTE DENOUNCED 


Facing these facts, dare this nation continue for the next 
four years under such leadership? For too long a time 
industry has been hobbled by bureaucratic interference and 
dreamy-eyed governmental delays at every turn while the 
Army and Navy plead in vain for the release of restrictions 
so they can speed up defense. 

They seriously disrupted and retarded the entire aircraft 
industry by the ill-considered cancellation of the air mail 
contracts and Army pilots crashed to the earth, just when 
every encouragement should have been given to build up our 
air industry. 

It is hardly believable but it is true that because of New 
Deal restrictions our aircraft manufacturers have turned to 
foreign financial centers speedily to secure new capital for 
plant expansion while idle capital and idle men are all 
about us. 

For too long a time we have wasted millions and millions 
of dollars on ‘“Passamaquoddies” and “Florida canals” while 
neglecting needed defenses. 

For too long a time our leaders have strutted down the 
avenues of the world jauntily knocking chips off shoulders 
without even preparing to raise our arms in self defense. 

For too long a time we have talked boldly of quarantining 
aggressors in order to protect other nations and now find 
we are not even prepared to protect ourselves. 

For too long a time our foreign policy has been one of a 
big noise and a little stick, and even that little stick “on 
order.” We need again a calm, resolute voice and a big 
stick. 

It is one of the primary challenges to the Republican party 
today to furnish the leadership for the calm, determined, 
rapid advance of this nation on the front of national 
preparedness. 


Steps AGAINST FirrH COLUMN 


Our citizens also know that we must defend ourselves 
against the fifth column. They have heard and read the 
almost unbelievable stories of boring from within, of treach- 
ery and of treason in one nation after another. 

They have seen how this fifth column of traitors within 
has joined hands with enemies from without to cause the 
speedy downfall and ruthless destruction of sturdy little 
nations, They have observed how men have taken advantage 
of the liberties of democracy to aid in cutting out the very 
heart of freedom itself. 

We must prepare our defense against similar actions here, 
carefully and vigorously but without any ill-considered witch 
hunts. We should take determined steps through our demo- 
cratic processes to keep these borers from within away from 
the pillars of our Capitol. 

First and foremost, there must be the determination that 
no one supporting communism, nazism or fascism shall be 
permitted upon the public payrolls of this nation. 

Second, we must encourage the trade union movement, 
manned as it is by loyal American citizens, to divest its 
organizations, in its own way, of all officers and organizers 
who are sympathetic to either fascism, communism or nazism. 
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Third, we must unmask and expose those un-American 
organizations that are parading under false fronts. 

Fourth, we must proceed vigorously to seek out and to 
punish by due process every violation of law committed by 
the fifth columnists. 

And above all, by a sound and progressive advance, fair 
and friendly to labor, we must open new opportunities, cor- 
rect maladjustments in our social and economic structure, 
and take away the grounds of discontent upon which these 
fifth columnists seek to flourish. 


CoppLING OF SUBVERSION ALLEGED 


And to whom shall this nation advancing upon this front 
look for leadership? To those now in charge of our govern- 
ment? Certainly not. Under their leadership these past 
seven years we have seen manifold examples of fifth column 
activities in time of peace within this nation. 

These subservise elements have incited hatred between 
groups of our people. They have thrown the first stone 
causing outbreaks of violence in labor disputes. They have 
split the ranks of organized labor. They have encouraged 
the destruction of agricultural products. They have advo- 
cated loose fiscal policies. They have stirred up and led re- 
lief demonstrations on full stomachs. They have sabotaged 
and stopped in many ways our great productive organization. 

Sincere leaders of labor have made many protests. The 
clergy of our churches have sounded many alarms. Men of 
industry have made many pleas for help. Public-spirited 
men and women of all walks of life have cried out against 
them. Committees of Congress have brought out clear evi- 
dence of their activities. 

And yet, so far as our present national leadership has been 
concerned, these cries have all been of no avail. In fact, 
as these protests arose, the New Dealers just smiled and 
reached over and patted the flanks of the Trojan horse. 

Members of the Democratic party itself cried out against 
these subversive activities only to find themselves derided 
and belittled from the highest places and to find directed 
at them a vicious purge, ruthlessly using all the peacetime 
weapons of a powerful Administration in endeavoring to 
line them up against the wall for political oblivion. 

No, the New Deal cannot lead our advance upon this 
front. It is a responsibility and a challenge to the Republican 
party to furnish the leadership and the program to defend 
this nation that we cherish against the borers from within. 


Way To Wipen EMPLOYMENT 


What of our advance upon the front of domestic eco- 
nomic welfare? First, let us make clear the general features 
of this advance. No one shall suffer for want of food, shelter 
or clothing. The needs of that portion of our population 
who have no other means of livelihood shall be met by 
society as a whole acting through its government. 

But it must be equally clear that this is not the answer 
to our problem. After meeting the immediate need, the great 
challenge before the nation shall be to furnish more real 
jobs for the unemployed in private industry. 

We must recognize that, in a free economy, government 
in meeting the need of its people who are unemployed is 
not solving a problem, but is only temporarily easing the 
consequences of an unsolved problem. 

We must recognize that the answer to all of our problems 
of a domestic nature is not to shrug our shoulders and say, 
“Let the government do it.” The role of government must 
be that of an aid to private enterprise, and not of a substitute 
for it. More and better jobs, better housing and improved 
living conditions can best be secured through recognition of 
this principle. 






INCENTIVES TO INDUSTRY 

There has been talk to the nation of a more abundant 
life. In a vain attempt to secure it they have gone from a 
greedy contest over the division of past accumulations of 
production to an irresponsible squandering of mortgages on 
the future. 

Those great revenues which our government must raise, 
to be financially sound, should be raised in that manner 
which shall to the least degree restrict and hamper the flow 
of idle money into the creation of new products and new 
jobs for idle men. Incentive taxes must take the place 
of punitive taxes. 

We must exercise to the least possible degree the powers 
of government, to meet definite abuses, rather than using 
abuses as an excuse for the government to reach out and 
grab all the power in the name of regulation. Those powers 
which government takes must be clearly divided as to legis- 
lative, executive and judicial. 

There is hardly any greater deterrent to private capital 
in its desire to develop more jobs than the morass of un- 
certainty which arises when great autocratic powers to be, 
rule maker and investigator, witness and prosecutor, judge 
and jury are all lodged in the same bureaucratic hands. 


STABLE Lagpor RELATIONS 

For too long a time American enterprise has been sub- 
jected to the strafing of dive-bombing demagogues. 

To advance upon the domestic field we must unite our 
forces. The flames of industrial warfare, of strikes and 
lockouts and violence, have levied the staggering roll of 
eighty million days of labor in the past five years. 

The loss doubled in 1939 over 1938. 

The New Deal has helped to stoke these flames of in- 
dustrial warfare. The present role of government in in- 
dustrial disputes must be revised. Instead of cracking down 
here, there and everywhere, it should exercise as little ar- 
bitrary power as possible. 

Its chief aim should be to aid the working out of peace- 
ful solutions of these difficulties around the conference table 
before they break out in strikes and lockouts. Placing in 
the hands of any governmental agency the power to decide 
who was wrong after the loss has occurred is not a solu- 
tion. 

We should draw lessons from the Railway Labor Act, 
adopted in 1926, which we in Minnesota have used as a 
model, with its waiting periods and emphasis upon concili- 
ation before strikes and lockouts occur, and its protection 
of the basic rights of labor. 

These simple principles have met with marked success 
wherever used. They are in keeping with the fundamental 
principles of the relationship of a democratic government to 
a free economy. 


MEASURES FOR AGRICULTURE 


We must recognize further on the domestic front that 
the farmers are the very backbone of America. We must 
raise their income and their buying power. The maintenance 
of millions of free farm families living on soil that they 
can call their own is one of the greatest bulwarks for future 
freedom. 

When, as now, with extremely low agricultural prices, 
the natural economic processes do not permit them to main- 
tain their status on the farm they must be aided. This 
should be as a reward for their production of the food sup- 
plies for the nation, and as an incentive to their conservation 
of the soil upon which they live. 

These aids again must not be looked upon as a solution 
to the agricultural problem, but only as a temporary ex- 
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pedient to ease the maladjustment that exists. We must seek 
real solutions in keeping with the natural economic forces 
that are involved in our system. 

We must step by step take out of production marginal 
land that it is economically unsound to cultivate and that 
only add to surpluses. We must increase the acreage in 
woodlots and timber tracts, we must aggressively market 
surpluses at home and abroad. Millions of Europeans refu- 
gees should be fed with our surplus agricultural products. 

‘Through development of more jobs and more purchasing 
power for our consuming public, we must expand the do- 
mestic market. We must advance in research and discovery 
of new uses for agricultural products. We must furnish 
new jobs for the excess population upon our lands so that 
instead of being a burden upon agriculture they become 
production portions of our population and new units of con- 
sumption. We must preserve as far as it is economically 
sound to do so our own markets for our own farmers. 


“(CUSHIONING” OF DEPRESSIONS 


‘The tragic unemployment of the young men and young 
women of our nation has been one of the very great losses 
of this depression. They have not wanted the dole. They 
have not wanted aimless month-by-month subsistence. They 
want opportunities to prepare for a life of productive ac- 
tivity. 

‘The great productive process of a free people under a 
system of individual enterprise have made this nation the 
great power that it is. It has given to our people the highest 
standard of living in the world. This system has been and 
will be subject to its depressions and its recessions, its mal- 
adjustments and readjustments as the years roll by. 

We must recognize that government should furnish a 
cushion against the sharper fluctuations of this economic sys- 
tem, but that it cannot successfully furnish a bed upon 
which society can go to sleep. We must recognize that we 
gain together and we lose together. 

We must continuously work to readjust and correct in- 
justices and inequalities that are present and that will arise. 
Then we can have faith that this system will rise again 
and make ever greater progress in the interests of all of 
our people. 

For the advance on this domestic front, can we entrust 
the leadership to those who have been in charge for the last 
seven years? No. For seven years jobs for the unemployed 
and parity for agriculture have been “on order.” And to- 
night, after billions of our substance have been scattered 
to the winds, jobs and parity are still not “on hand” but 
“on order.” 

Here again is a challenge to the Republican party to 
furnish the leadership and the program for a sound, sincere, 
step-by-step advance in keeping with the great basic prin- 
ciples of American economy. 


Re-ForMING OF GOVERNMENT 


What of our fourth front? Events at home and abroad 
bring forcefully to our attention the challenge to democracy 
to make itself more efficient and effective without surrender- 
ing its own basic principles. 

The delays and confusion of yards and yards and yards 
of red tape, the waste and inefficiency of overlapping stum- 
bling boards, bureaus, departments, divisions, and agencies, 
the lack of effective lines of executive authority, the in- 
termingling of powers that are legislative, executive and 
judicial and the proper performance of none, the incessant 
conflict between governments on different levels, Federal, 
State and local, these are the things by which lilliputians 





are restraining the slumbering giant of democracy and free 
enterprise and making him ineffective. 

The inefficiency of our government is a travesty in a 
land that has developed such magnificent efficiency in private 
endeavor. 

There is a need of a sweeping, decisive reorganization of 
our government. A real reorganization that streamlines our 
government, simplifies our procedures, consolidates and elimi- 
nates useless and overlapping boards, bureaus and agencies, 
establishes simple and effective lines of executive responsi- 
bility and separates the powers that are legislative, execu- 
tive and judicial. We need in public office servants of the 
people selected for their merit instead of corporals of a po- 
litical army enlisted at a patronage pie counter. 

Actual administrative details should be kept on as low 
a local level of government as possible. Relief, welfare and 
farm programs should be administered locally in the counties, 
towns, cities and villages. The State and Federal Govern- 
ments should exercise only general powers of supervision 
and audit of their expenditures. Needless governmental 
functions must be cast off. 

We must trim our sails for government action in keeping 
with the tempo of the times. This will not only save mil- 
lions of dollars of needless expenditures, but it will build up 
the respect and confidence of the people for their govern- 
ment and will give us a fair chance to keep our liberty 
and still compete in a world of totalitarian States. 

To whom shall we entrust the leadership on this front? 
Shall it be to those who have added almost 400,000 men 
and women to the public payrolls of their political army, 
but have added only a few thousand to the payrolls of our 
regular Army? Or to those who tried to pack the Supreme 
Court of these United States? No. The Republican party 
must furnish the leadership and the program to give to this 
great democracy of ours clear, decisive government. 

As we advance upon these fronts many overshadowing 
problems of foreign policies will require decision. Let us 
frankly state to the people that we can neither fully antici- 
pate these problems nor can we tie our hands before meet- 
ing them. As they are reached they must be faced and the 
people of this nation must be made aware of what they 
mean so that informed public opinion may find expression 
in the policies of the government. 


PROTECTION FOR HEMISPHERE 


It is clear that the first responsibility must be the future 
welfare of the people of this nation and their way of life, 
but it is also clear that that future welfare cannot best be 
served by simply burying our heads in the sand. The world 
is constantly changing. 

Modern inventions, developments of communication and 
travel, the flow of trade in a highly industrialized world, 
all these increase the impact of what happens in one part of 
the world upon the rest of the world. Let us determine 
and define where our interests lie. 

Clearly in the first instance they lie in this hemisphere. 
We cannot permit an armed force, aggressive in nature, with 
a philosophy foreign to ours to establish itself upon this 
hemisphere. Neither can we allow subversive elements linked 
to alien aggressors to undermine government anywhere on 
this hemisphere. It is essential that we plan in advance and 
take decisive steps to establish hemisphere defense. 

It is a sad commentary that in the past seven years, which 
led right up to the outbreak of war, we have given the 
aid of our inventive genius, of our raw materials and of our 
productive ability to those with philosophies foreign to ours 
as well as to those with philosophies similar to ours. 
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We have thus aided the manufacture of the implements 
of destruction that Russia used upon Finland, that Germany 
uses against the Allies, that Japan uses against China, that 
Italy uses against France. How belated is our now ex- 
clusive assistance to the Allies! 

It is the responsibility of government in its foreign policy 
to endeavor in every honorable way to create and nurture 
a world environment in which its people can proceed along 
life’s path in peace, expanding their material well-being and 
developing their way of life. 

It is thus also clear that our interests lie with the en- 
couragement of freedom and progress for all mankind and 
the development of order between nations based upon eternal 
moral and spiritual laws, rather than upon lawless force of 
economic strangulation. 

Failing in the creation of that environment, it is the 
clear duty of government to make its people strong in their 
own defense, to so prepare them that other portions of the 
world may not stamp out their way of life, and may not 
encroach upon their well-being. 


KEEPING Nation Out oF War 

Measured by these guides, what can our verdict be of 
the foreign policies of this Administration? We do not 
judge harshly, and yet our judgment must be that it has 
failed. What has this Administration done to bring about 
a better world environment? 

Was it in its recognition of Russia? Was it in its torpe- 
doing of the London Economic Conference? Was it in 
its failure to advise the people of this nation of the facts 
that it knew from the capitals of Europe? Was it in its 
announced attitude that this nation was no longer dynamic, 
and was not pressing forward upon new frontiers? Was it 
in its continued sales of the means of warfare to those very 
nations who threatened to be aggressors? 

No, nor was it in its appointment of wealthy playboys 
as foreign ministers and ambassadors. 

Clearly failing in its first responsibility, neither did it 
meet its second duty of national preparedness. This nation 
has had the shifting foreign policy of the politicians, un- 
willing to present hard facts to the people of the nation. 

The great need for our future foreign policy is a leader- 
ship that is frank and fair with the people. The people must 
have confidence that their leaders place the nation’s wel- 
fare above their own political future. The people must know 
that their leaders, while resolute in support of these basic 
policies, nevertheless have the earnest hope to keep this 
nation out of war. 


“THIRD TERM TRADITION” 


Have we been too harsh in our judgment? No, in fact, 
we have not even referred to the strong self-indictment of 
the obvious effort to break down one of our bulwarks of 
freedom by violating the third-term tradition. The saddest 
chapter of the last four years has been that the National 
Administration, instead of keeping its eyes, statesmanlike, 
upon the welfare of the people of this nation, has turned 
its political gaze upon a third term. This un-American 
desire for a third term completely undermines their forth- 
rightness in meeting all of our issues. It has destroyed states- 
manship. Cleverly and surreptitiously they have strengthened 
the iron-handed control of the President over the Democratic 
party. Building upon the corrupt political machines of 
Kelly and Nash and Hague and their kind, they have 
erected as a superstructure a political machine such as this 
country has never before seen. Democracy within the Demo- 
cratic party has been destroyed. 

With this background they move on toward their conven- 
tion, tossing aside the traditions of Washington and Jeffer- 


son. 
“Free CHoice oF LEADERSHIP” 


Let us fully recognize that this very situation is an added 
challenge to our party. With the Democratic party’s right 
of free choice of leadership denied to them, we must furnish 
the leadership for the men and women of all parties. To 
do so we must make our party truly representative of the 
people, independent of domination by any group, and fair 
to all. 

Fellow-delegates, if we could reverse the magic of radio 
tonight, if we could turn the millions of radio receiving sets 
throughout this land into microphones and if we could 
turn our microphone here in this great convention hall into 
a receiving set we would hear an overwhelming message 
sweeping in upon us. 

It would be a cry for a statesmanlike leadership to make 
America strong and our way of life secure. Shall we rise 
to meet this challenge? Let us proceed with our delibera- 
tions here in this historic city of Philadelphia. 

Let us present to the people of this nation a program 
worthy of their support. Let us nominate a man to carry 
out that program, a man the people will elect the next 
President of these United States. 

Let us remember the words George Washington spoke 
in this very city: “If to please the people we offer what we 
ourselves disapprove, how can we afterwards defend our 
work? Let us raise a standard to which the wise and honest 
can repair. The event is in the hands of God.” 


Science, Civilization and Faith 


THERE IS A HARD VIRTUE STILL WITHIN US 


By FOSTER KENNEDY, M.D., F.R.S.E. 
Presidential Address, American Neurological Association, Rye, New York, June 6, 1940 


I come before you today, having been given by you 

our most honorable title. To be, even passingly, the 
head of a Society of learning of such a country as this is an 
event in one’s inner life and prompts questionings of one’s 
inner worth. But I do not propose to turn my office into a 
grisly confessional and will only consent to the necessary 
psychological dissection at the hands of some very kindly 
colleague, and behind the arras. But thanks, and again 
thanks. 


(jee inere It is with humility and thanks that 





We are met here to discuss in detailed fashion some of the 
abnormalities of our individual organisms. However, today, 
it seems fit that we should first look with fearful and anxious 
gaze at the maladies of the organism of the world. 

We here concern ourselves with the master-organ of life, 
the great integrator which brings into harmonious relation- 
ship, so varied an array of forces as are in one’s tissues and 
organs. It is therefore proper and right that we should 
extend our horizons and regard the integration of the Com- 
munity which is ours, the dangers that menace it, and the 
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threatened dissolution of harmonious relationship, which as 
in the physical body may spell death, may also in a civiliza- 
tion write a final word. Later, I shall speak of the new 
trend toward an arid professionalism in science, of its grow- 
ing intellectuality at the expense of its heart, of its need of 
union with philosophy; and also of the poverty of dience- 
phalic push in the political thinking of you and me. 

Each civilization of which we have knowledge had an 
ordered growth, a life history almost as precise as that of a 
man. In each there appears first, Order; then Law; next 
architecture whence comes sculpture; then painting and lit- 
erature, and near the close, as in our own time, Science. So 
each era breeds specialists; those in the earlier periods of the 
Arts being better integrated,—with their past and future as 
were DaVinci, Shakespeare, Michael Angelo, and on a lower 
level Sir Thomas Brown,—than those of the age of Science 
and Invention, which is a more discreet occurrence or a more 
sudden efflorescence, during which men are apt to forget 
Poetry which must be the Spearhead of every civilization, 
and to forget Faith which gives civilization force. The man 
of one age cannot do as well the especial work of the man 
of the other. No man living today could create Salisbury 
Cathedral,—though he might copy it. And no man of the 
‘Twelfth Century could do our work in medicine or physics. 
In each of these epochs, men tend to become overmuch the 
product of their own time; to speak in the idiom of their 
period; to groove their energies, often into ruts. And when 
specialism in a scientific era becomes hypertrophied and pro- 
fessionalized, the world intellect becomes unbalanced ; values 
get lost; loveliness is misapprehended, and men lose their 
way. 

So in science, we risk degenerating into a medley of 
hypothesis if we join not Science to philosophy, which the 
Greeks used to integrate all knowledge. And philosophy 
lacks meaning if there be little feeling for beauty and the 
arts that make a pattern for us out of the unknowable; for 
Life, “like a dome of many colored glass, stains the white 
radiance of eternity.”” Science can be no cloistered or fugi- 
tive thing. It cannot sit cowering in its laboratory, while 
freedom dies. Science was born out of the womb of freedom; 
it must feel for its mother. It must protect its house. It 
must have high-hearted ways and be ashamed of priggish 
petitions from its children to the President of this country 
saying that because, forsooth, they are scientists they are 
above the battle and addicted to the higher life. These men 
showed themselves in that action the gadgeteers of science, 
totally unaware that the ancestors of the spirit of true science 
were Aeschylus, and Sophocles who saw life steadily and saw 
it whole. No one in a world as dangerous as this one, can 
afford the luxury of an ivory tower,—in such case he is an 
intellectual poltroon—and dessicated at that. 

These esoteric but good little boys of science said pom- 
pously the truism that war is out of harmony with the 
rational spirit and with the objective methods of science. 
But of course! that’s true too of all men of good will ;—but 
what do they mean by “objective?” Science can more easily 
be objective today in Pasadena than on a Belgian road under 
machine guns and the objectivity of science in Leipzig at this 
moment exists in the exact proportion of the usefulness of 
that science to the National Socialist Administration. The 
scientist, the poet, the soldier, the laboring man, and the 
laboring mother, are, in Naziland, all conscripts—doing 
time; pressganged by a so-called government which has 
adopted as its watchword the most foolish of all phrases 
“Oderint dum metuant.” To be hated, if only they can also 
be feared, an evil cry of despair. 

Indeed one might say to many of our scientific over- 


specialized colleagues, so empty of so much, the deep cry of 
Oliver Cromwell “My brethren, by the bowels of Christ, I 
beseech you, bethink you that you may be mistaken?” 

The Scholastics of the middle ages gave us as heritage the 
ideal of precise thinking, and intellectual discipline. This 
legacy we have put to good purpose on material things and 
we have done much thereby to subdue the rigor of our sur- 
roundings, so much so that we tend to confuse civilization 
with comfort and Science with Security. (We have open 
plumbing openly arrived at, and by way of balance, apes in 
aeroplanes as well.) 

But, have we noticed that the Scholastics brought to their 
unutilitarian tasks the amulet of a passionate faith. Some- 
where, however, perhaps in the Eighteenth Century, this 
Faith, this magical emotional quality, blew away. So, in- 
stead of faith, the mass of Western culture has been left 
with “habit,” and habit breeds no energy. But men must 
worship; they have to fertilize their souls on something,— 
and the Emperor-God is the oldest form of worship. As 
Matthew Arnold told us God must be a Power outside and 
greater than ourselves which makes for righteousness. But 
men can be dragooned from childhood into a perverted con- 
ception of what they must call righteousness. Twenty-five 
years ago a German Pastor en route for their present re- 
ligion prayed to his god: ‘Du, der hoch uber Cherubinen, 
Seraphinen, Zeppelinen, ewig tronst,” and today, three hun- 
dred and fifty millions of men have as their emotive power 
a blind worship of a Figure; for the Nazi, “Mein Kampf” is 
the Bible, and contemplation of the Fuehrer takes the place 
of prayer. This total belief in their decision gives them 
energy; only another belief and decision just as strong can 
successfully confront that energy. 

Our doctrine of Democracy has come out of two thousand 
years of Christianity: a system of ethics and philosophy 
which exalted the importance of the individual man, giving 
him personality, dignity, and hope. To make us victorious, 
we must find a passion for personal Freedom within the 
framework of a Society, and a passionate faith at that! But 
for two hundred years we have drained out of our religion, 
and out of our liberal opinions, the magic of emotion. We 
believe in kindness but hardly in the Immaculate Concep- 
tion; and the Holy Ghost seems more like a J. M. Barrie 
whimsy than a Tongue of Fire. And that a citizen is a free 
man we take to be a natural law. But the innate need to 
draw strength from the level of Mystery and Magic must 
be served in all of us, we instinctively grope for deeper help. 
For example, within British men and women there is a 
mystical reverence for the Crown, for the person of the 
King. This is an emotion built into the organism, entirely 
lacking rational foundation. But, the chalice of community 
that anoints the King acts as the spiritual and religious bond 
of more than three score nations of many faiths and many 
colors covering in internal peace a quarter of the world. A 
spiritual and emotional drive lacking which British contribu- 
tion to political philosophy could have no existence nor valid 
power. In our Country of America the mystical emotional 
symbol is “Freedom.” But Freedom is no isolated abstrac- 
tion, it is no natural estate, it is the legacy to us of a thou- 
sand years of battling men; if we would keep it, we must 
battle as they did, and fail not. It is a lie that all men have 
what Freedom they can afford,—the Barons at Runnymede 
and the Minutemen of New England had little economically 
in common; they were radically the same. 

The world, as we want it, cannot live half Nazi and half 
free. The enemies of our freedom, by a restoration of sym- 
bolic and pagan worship have aroused in their people emotion 
for their cause; they think viscerally, and to think thus 
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means power, however wrong the thoughts. In that power 
lies indeed a desperate danger for us and for our children. 
The spirit of free thought, the practice of free speech, the 
free way of life, the aspirations of science,—all may go. The 
gifts of the ages may be lost and instead may be left an 
atmosphere in men’s relationships of quarrel and terror. 

If Hitler could win the battle which by lies he has thrust 
on the most peaceful peoples on earth, he would give us a 
world in which, as Hobbes might have put it, there would 
be no place for ingenuity; no art; no letters; no society ; and 
which is worst of all, continuous fear and dan,er of violent 
death; and the life of man then would be solitary, poor, 
nasty, brutish, and short. 

Let me paraphrase for you some words of Coleridge writ- 
ten a century and a half ago, having an odd prophetic appli- 
cation to the personality of the moment. The Will appears 
in us indifferently as Wisdom or as Love: two names of the 
same power, the former intelligential, the latter spiritual. 
But in some few persons, the Will becomes satanic pride and 
rebellious self-idolatry to itself, and remorseless despotism to 
others; the more hopeless, by reason of its subjugation of all 
sensual impulses, by its superiority to toil and pain and 
pleasure: in short, by the fearful resolve to find in itself alone 
the one absolute motive of action, under which all other 
motives from within and from without must be either subor- 
dinated or crushed. 

Wherever such a character has appeared, under whatever 
circumstance of time and country, it has been identified by 
the same attributes. Hope, in which there is no cheerfulness ; 
rigidity and immovable resolve, with outward restlessness 
and whirling activity; violence with guile; temerity with 
cunning; and, as a result of all, a single aim and utter 
indifference of means. These are the marks that have charac- 
terized the masters of mischief, the murderers of liberty. 
And even men. of honest intentions too frequently become 
fascinated. Nay, whole nations have been so far duped as 
to regard with palliative admiration, instead of abhorrence, 
the Molochs of human nature, who dare to say with their 
whole heart “Evil, be thou my good!” In such a personality, 
system makes for power; and a systematic criminal, self- 
consistent and entire in wickedness, who entrenches villainy 
within villainy, and barricades crime by crime, has removed 
a world of obstacles by the mere decision that he will have 
no obstacles but those of force and brute matter. 

And so speaks Atila’s voice of destruction: 


“We are the guns, and your masters! Saw ye our 
flashes ? 

Hear ye the screams of our shells in the night, and 
the shuddering crashes? 

Saw ye the work by the roadside, the shrouded 
things lying, 

Moaning to God that He made them,—the maimed 
and the dying? 

Husbands or sons, fathers and lovers, we break 
them. 

We are the guns!” 


In our struggle for the Heart of man, we must renew the 
faith; gain again the flaming emotion of Pitt, Cromwell, 
Washington, Lincoln and the great founders of this Republic. 
We must fire political doctrine with belief, with the magic 
of passion, for our own sake and for the decency of man- 
kind. We must do dauntlessly because we have faith fully. 

No, our social political belief must be lighted by reborn 
faith; and our science lighted by beauty and by a sense of 
our responsibility to our time. A chapter in the history of 
Earth closed with the appearance of man. In man, as Julian 
Huxley has put it, the world stuff had been made to think 







and feel, to love beauty and truth—the cosmos had generated 
soul. A new chapter then began, a chapter in which we all 
are characters. Matter had flowered in soul. Soul has now 
to mould matter. 

That moulding of matter by spirit is, under one aspect: 
Science; under another, Art; under still another, religion. 
Mo one of these is er.ough, we need all. 

For about forty years the fixed girders of society have been 
loosening. Belief in anything has been dubbed the character- 
istic of a low-brow. Relativity in the physical world has 
been matched by relativity in dignity and hope through some 
phases of modern psychology. Modern man has been com- 
pelled by science, and persuaded by half science, to regard 
himself as but a very little thing. It is only natural therefore 
that he should act often in accordance with his beliefs about 
himself. 

Never before our time has there been declared open war- 
fare on the intellect of man and at the same time upon that 
intrinsic goodness which is the jewel of each individual, be 
he beggar, thief or king. The substitution of “dynamic 
action” for “knowing” and “believing” is a brutality thrust- 
ing us backwards in our evolutionary striving for Good and 
is imposed on our senses by all the technical means of science. 
This brutalizing of our standards makes us less than were 
our fathers. They had their standards and codes, and devia- 
tion from them carried immediate penalty. In our days 
we have allowed ourselves, and we are constantly being 
encouraged to become so pliable, so flexible, so “relative” to 
all things, in a current phrase so “broadminded”’, that we 
are in danger of having no ethic, no vision, no hope. 

All things in the physical, chemical, or biological world 
exist in terms of a more or less unstable equilibrium between 
opposing forces. We ourselves maintain health and well- 
being in this manner and, since Law runs absolute in the 
universe, there must also be in the realm of morals and 
ethical behavior the same opposition of positive and negative 
power. We are therefore forced to believe in an ultimate 
good and an ultimate bad. We are swimming in a solution 
of relativity in these matters and because we have weakened 
in our critical judgment regarding them we have become, 
some nations more than others, the prey and ready victims 
of the constant impact of evil counsel. Through our lowered 
power of personal judgment, we have vacillated for years on 
the knife-edge of indecision. But indecision locks up energy ; 
it stabs the heart. Whereas decision, clearly taken, brings 
calmness, strength, the quiet mind, and a flow of power. It 
is so in every man’s experience, and since men make nations, 
it is so in national life. It is so on the field of battle and it is 
so in the more complex battlefield of civil living. 

If one be unaware of the stream of history, of the fall and 
rise of energy in peoples, then one can be, by successive crises, 
shaken and made frail. But each good man has in himself 
a quiet place wherein he lives, however torn seemingly by 
the passions of the world. That is his citadel, which must be 
kept inviolate against assaults. That quiet place must be 
founded upon a rock, and the rock must be a belief, a fervent 
and passionate belief, in the existence of the ultimate good, 
and a willingness to put forth his strength against the ulti- 
mate evil. Only by so doing can he tap the flow of power 
needed to produce, between one nation and another, the same 
kindness and natural impulse for helping each other, the 
same natural acceptance of law, that obtains at present 
between people walking together in a city street. We must 
transfer to national units, as the United States of the World 
the same reign of law and helpfulness that now exists between 
individuals, for as was said by Spinoza “there is nothing more 
serviceable to man than man.” It is evidence of impoverished 
growth that we can tolerate an ethic for national behavior 
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that we would not think of tolerating in personal conduct. 
But until the decision to work for this end is made both by 
those who lead and those who are led, energy for this high 
adventure will not be forthcoming. Again one must say, 
through decision comes power. 

But there is no old world to go back to—a new one must 
be made; and there are lions in the way. So there must be 
bred and nurtured a robust vigor to resist the vicious asser- 
tion that a state is an entity in its own right; that it need 
have no morals nor obligations and that its members are 
creatures to do its bidding regardless of their own dignity 
and kindliness. 

Mankind has always been fear-ridden. But as President 
Conant of Harvard said the other day the fear of war cannot 
be made the basis of national policy. In part the fear of war 
comes from the fear of death. We tend to dramatize death 
in war, but a few days ago I read that in the last eight 
months there have been sixty-one thousand accidental deaths 
in the United States, more than the dead of the American 
Expeditionary Forces in the last war at the hands of the 
enemy. Why do we not wring our hands over these dead 
civilians? Because these dead are expected by us as part of 
the natural attrition of existence. The ancients had no fear 
of dying. They took death as a natural part of life; it is 
better to die young than to outlive zest. You remember 
Rupert Brooke’s words of death in battle: 

Safe shall be my going, 

Secretly armed against all death’s endeavor; 

Safe though all safety’s lost; safe where men fall; 
And if these poor limbs die, safest of all.” 

It is harder to have the courage of decision than courage 
of body which is possessed by nearly all. We must try to 
cultivate the quiet mind through letting our minds function 
through a fairly large arc of experience, a quality of the 
mind that balances intelligence with energy and gentleness 
with fortitude. Its coping stone is control, and its foundation 
stone, integrity. 

In olden times the witches rode abroad, and simple folk 
felt themselves surrounded by dark forces against which they 
had no protection. ‘Today science, because misapprehended, 
has made man feel a reduction of personal importance. We 
know for instance that there is a vast universe we cannot 
touch, that we cannot even imagine. We can only surmise 
in abstract thought, by speculative projection through the 
poetry of mathematics and emotional aspiration, that it exists 
at all. 

But religion has always served us in this purpose. It is 
the earliest Art-Form, giving a frame to the unknowable. 
At first, man made religion as a shield against his ignorance 
of the appalling happenings by which he found himself sur- 
rounded. But the notion of geological Time and light-years 
of Space has given us a Cosmos occupied in constantly turn- 
ing itself inside out, and at the same time constantly expand- 


ing to infinity. It was not for nothing that the ancient 
symbol of infinity was a serpent swallowing its own tail. 
So, as man first made religion as a shield against his igno- 
rance, he now needs more than ever the Arch-Pattern of 
Religion as a shield against his knowledge. The foundation 
of religious pattern has been weakened and indeed rudely 
jumbled by the as yet unintegrated discoveries of science. 
The old Gods are uncertain at their altars and some of them 
upon their faces have been cast down. This has weakened 
us before the forces of anarchy and the radioed voices of 
Ahriman. The ancient fear of the next world has been 
replaced by an anxiety neurosis regarding this one, and as 
confidence in our own individual judgments, in our personal 
opinion, has been so reduced, we can be played upon by 
threatening tongues. Our union with the herd is strength 
when we decide to resist and are imbued with action, but it 
is weakness when we cannot or do not have either decision 
or faith. The excess of adrenal substance which would armor 
us for battle, in the absence of battle fills us with fears. 

We are all suggestible. As was said to Alice in Wonder- 
land, “anything that I say three times is true,” and our criti- 
cal faculty has become so enfeebled that for most of us 
indeed this is taken for fact. 

This lowering of the standard of critical judgment, then, 
has been brought about in the first place by the weakening 
of respect for intellect, in the second by the notion of general 
relativity in all things and in the third by the permeation of 
our near intellectuals by modern psychological dogmas. 
These last tend to reduce man to his lowest and commonest 
denominator and while they do explain the stratification of 
his culture, they also assert that his highest aspirations are 
sublimates of his lowest and most primitive urges. All this 
unbelief in belief, this replacement of trust in intellect and 
sterilization of emotion for trust in “dynamism and “action”, 
is a reversal of man’s onward progress. . 

But we may believe in ourselves—for there is a hard 
virtue somewhere still within us. 

It must have been a murderous necessity that forced our 
ancient forebear, a superior water-creature, to take to the 
land, but it was a fiery thought out of his intellect that made 
man take to the air. And how far he might yet project his 
power and personality we cannot even guess. We think of 
all these things in far too small units of time. Because we 
ourselves live only seventy years, we imagine twenty-five of 
them must be indeed very important, yet they are not even 
an instant in the absolute. Mankind is only departing from 
the nursery. He stands bright eyed with new knowledge of 
his past and for the first time with the power and zest to 
mould—if he will—his own future. We may be indeed 
certain that we will be strong to endure, and when the seals 
of wrath have been finally placed upon the forehead of the 
Beast, we will make a new world, robustly believing in our 
power for Reason and in our power for Virtue. 


Wendell Willkie 


“A MAN BIG ENOUGH TO BE PRESIDENT” 
By CHARLES A. HALLECK, Congressman from Indiana 
Nominating Speech, made at the Republican Convention in Philadelphia, June 26, 1940 


R. CHAIRMAN, fellow delegates, men and women 

M of America: This is a free and independent con- 
vention of a great political party. It’s one conven- 

tion in which the delegates are going to choose the candidate. 


It is representative government in action. It is proof that 
democracy is yet alive and efficient. 

If any one were to ask me what job in this convention I’d 
like best to have I would choose the job I’ve got right now, 
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I'd say I want to place in nomination before this great inde- 
pendent body the name of the next President of the United 
States, Wendell Lewis Willkie. 

Now let’s get down to business here. 

You know, and I know, that Wendell Willkie can win 
next November. 

I ask the question of those delegates and candidates in 
whose districts he has appeared. If you were running for 
office, wouldn’t you like to have this man come into your 
district as the head of your party? Wouldn’t you like to 
have him stand shoulder to shoulder with you on a platform 
to make the fight of your political lives? I know the answer. 
The answer is yes. 

“My Man Can WIN” 

My man can win because he stands four-square for those 
two great principles of our party—freedom of life and free- 
dom of enterprise. The Republican will vote solidly for 
Willkie. 

He can win because millions who habitually belong to no 
party—the huge, shifting balance-of-power-vote—crave those 
blessings of freedom. They will vote for Willkie. He can 
win because millions now enrolled in the Democratic party 
crave those blessings—denied to them by their own party. 
They will vote for Willkie. 

When this man appears before the country in a real cam- 
paign the whole blessed nation will vote for him. I tell you 
we'll have a Republican stampede. 

I know what I’m talking about. I’ve been here in Phila- 
delphia for two weeks riding in front of a tidal wave the like 
of which has never been known in national politics. I’ve felt 
the surge of the people beneath me. And I’ve seen a vision. 

I nominate him because if he were elected he would make 
a President that this country would be proud of, because 
every one of you would be proud to say to your children and 
grandchildren, “I helped to put that man in the White 
House.” 

I nominate him because he understands business, he’s one 
of the most successful managers in the country. He under- 
stands labor. He has thirty contracts with established unions, 
both A. F. of L. and C. I. O. Because he understands agri- 
culture. We worked on farms. He owns five of them in 
Indiana. He’ll pull these groups together. He’ll never make 
a deal, domestic or foreign, that will be unfair to any one 
of them. 

I nominate this man because he knows what an organiza- 
tion is, because out of his own experience he knows how to 
work with and for an organization. I nominate him because 
he is a Republican who will stand by his party, and in pre- 
senting this nomination I ask only one thing—I ask that this 
proposition be decided on its merits. That is the way I want 
it decided, that is the way my candidate wants it decided, 
that’s the way the people want it decided. 

“WILLING WILLKIE” 

Back in Indiana where he was born, this man had a nick- 
name—‘‘Willing Willkie.” Indiana had the right idea about 
him from the beginning. 

Put yourselves back in that little old town of Elwood, 
forty-eight years ago; go to school in that little shack. hey 
had so much gas they never turned out the lights. Then the 
gas ran out and everybody in town was broke. Why, this man 
knew about public utilities before President Roosevelt had 
heard the name of Indiana. 

And I'll say this—it will be better to have a public utility 
President than a President who has no public utility. 

Win’s father and mother were both lawyers. They loved 
books, they loved ideas and they loved freedom. That is 
what they taught their children. 


Win is an Indiana boy. He went to Indiana University. 
He was admitted to the Indiana bar. He went to war from 
Indiana, and he married the librarian of Rushville, an In- 
diana girl. He got to work right early. When he was eleven 
he went into business with one of his older brothers. Later 
he harvested wheat in Minnesota. He worked in the oil 
fields of Texas. He operated a cement blocking machine in 
Wyoming. He ran a boom town hotel in Colorado. And 
he bummed his way to California to pick vegetables. He is 
familiar with every region of the United States, mostly be- 
cause he has worked there. He knows the land and its his- 
tory. He learned history in Indiana. He taught history at 
a school in Kansas, and he made history in the Valley of the 
Tennessee. 

He knows the east coast and the Alleghenies. The broad 
plains and the Rocky Mountains, the west coast and the 
southern coast. He can see all that in his mind’s eye. In all 
of those areas he has been the friend of the people. Today 
he is hailed in all those areas by the people, and my proposi- 
tion is that we put him to work for the people. 


Lert To Face CHALLENGE 


As he says, he left Indiana because the competition got too 
tough, but I'll tell you why he left. He left because of that 
irresistible urge to test himself against the toughest jobs that 
are to be found in this great enterprise that we call the 
United States. 

He left Indiana to face time after time the challenge of a 
free, hard-working competitive system. He met that chal- 
lenge at the bar, and you of Ohio can remember him as one 
of the most brilliant lawyers in Akron for more than ten 
years. 

He met that challenge in industry, and you of Georgia, of 
Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania and of South 
Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi and of Florida know him as 
one who has produced more electricity for less money than 
any major operator in the land. 

He met that challenge when he stood up almost alone 
against the New Deal, on an issue involving the rights of all 
of us to do business, and he won it. 

And he is meeting that challenge today by standing with- 
out compromise for the simple, homely principles of liberty. 

Mr. Chairman and fellow delegates, in this time of trial 
when we stand in doubt before the terrible events of Europe, 
when we stand in danger, our arms bound by the restrictions 
of a hostile government in Washington, our minds poisoned 
by a political philosophy, I submit that this man who has 
thrust himself into every corner of our American life, from 
the wheat fields to the skyscrapers of Manhattan and from 
the courtrooms of Indiana to the committee rooms of Kansas, 
that this man Wendell Willkie is the man we need for the 
defense and rehabilitation of our American way of life. 

The people of this country are worried and perplexed. 
They want the wheels of industry to purr. They want big- 
ger farm incomes. They want a better break for labor. They 
want to give new opportunity to those who are now unem- 
ployed. Above all, they want to defend this country from 
aggression. I submit, Mr. Chairman, that this is the man 


the people are looking for. If any man can do that job, 
Wendell Willkie can do it! 


SUCCESSFUL BusINEss MAN 


I’ve heard it said, and we've all heard it said, that he’s not 
available to our party because he’s a businessman. And worse, 
he’s made a success of that business and himself. Are we 
to understand from this proposition, Mr. Chairman, that 
any man is barred from our deliberations who has been an 
American success? What should that Indiana boy have done, 
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when he accepted the challenge that came his way? Shall we 
say that a man must refuse to enter American industry in 
order to become a leader in this nation? Is that the stand 
that the Republican party is prepared to take? Fellow dele- 
gates, that’s New Deal propaganda! 

I have a boy, eleven years old. He’s ambitious—he’s ambi- 
tious and some day I want him to make a contribution to his 
country. What path shall I tell that boy of mine to follow? 
Shall I say to him, “Son, if you want to get anywhere in this 
world, for heaven’s sake don’t succeed in business! If you 
get an offer to head a big industrial company, don’t accept it. 
If you have a chance to increase your American standard of 
living by producing more goods for less cost, don’t take that 
chance! Because if you do, the Republican party won’t have 
you!” Or shall I say to that boy, “I know a man born in 
Indiana, just like you. His dad didn’t have any more dough 
than I’ve got. He didn’t have any better opportunities than 
you've got. But that fellow got a chance to run one of 
America’s big enterprises. He took that chance. He suc- 
ceeded at it and I want you to do likewise.” And I challenge 
any one of you to say differently! You bet I’m going to tell 
my boy that. I’m not going to fill him full of New Deal 
propaganda. I’m going to fill him full of the old fight! 


CoMPARES RECORDS 


Let’s look at the record. On Jan. 1, 1933, this man I’m 
giving you became the president of a business with assets of 
over a billion dollars, employing 25,000 men and women in 
ten states. The company was operating at a deficit. Its 
morale was low. On March 4, 1933, four months later, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt took office, took office as President of 
the United States. Our country was also operating at a 
deficit. The national debt was $23,000,000,000. Industry 
and agriculture were demoralized. Now what's the picture? 
Why, the enterprise entrusted to Roosevelt is worse off. 
The national debt is costing $45,000,000,000. We still have 
at least 9,000,000 unemployed; labor dissatisfied; business 
without hope, and the country unprepared for the interna- 
tional crisis facing it. But what happened to the job that 
America gave Willkie seven years ago? He hit it like a ton 
of bricks. That company is making a profit today. It built 
new plants. It expanded. It cut its prices and raised its out- 
put. While Roosevelt was promising the more abundant life, 
Willkie was delivering it. He raised the standard of living 
of every school teacher and of every factory worker and 
farmer on his lines, while Rooseve!t:—while Roosevelt was 
unbalancing an $8,000,000,000 budget, Willkie was helping 
to balance the $800 budget of his customers. 

I tell you that the balancing of those $800 budgets is the 
immediate goal of the Republican party. My man has helped 
to balance them in ten states; let’s let him try it in forty- 
eight states. 

Or do you believe with the New Dealers, that there is no 
hope? Do you believe that the growth of this country is 
finished? Do you believe that the family budget can never be 
balanced, the family income never increased? If you believe 
those things, don’t nominate my man, for I tell you that this 
man is going to fight. 

We believe that this country will grow, that those budgets 
are going to be balanced and those incomes increased. If you 
nominate him that is what he'll fight for, and that will be a 
fight to tear a man’s heart out. I’m not kidding about this— 
this is serious business we are confronted with here today. 
This is one of the most serious moments in American history. 
We are not gathered here merely to confer a title of honor, 
or to distribute rewards. I say we are gathered here to save 
this country from disintegration. 

We are gathered to assign the most stupendous job on the 


American records. He whom we choose here will age more 
rapidly than we. He will never again enjoy life as he enjoyed 
it in the past. The scars of the fight that lies ahead of him 
will be with him forever. The people of this country have 
risen up in overwhelming numbers to tell you this. They 
have risen up to tell you that they want this fighter, this man 
Wendell Willkie. 

How do I know this? Again the record is my proof. A 
year ago a few personal friends began saying that this man 
ought to be President. He turned them off with friendly 
and courteous gestures. Six months ago he was known as an 
occasional contributor to national magazines. Three months 
ago a few individuals, who made no pretense at a knowledge 
of politics, set out to see what they could do, and then, less 
than nine weeks ago, the first Willkie-for-President Club 
was started, and a great uprising of the people began. 

In less than nine weeks, by voluntary efforts, without a 
political organization, and with no campaign funds, this man 
has been taken up. 

I’ve heard it said that we, the delegates to the Republican 
National Convention, would never nominate this man be- 
cause he’s too recently a Democrat. The thing I’d like to ask 
is this: Is the Republican party a closed corporation? 

Is the Republican party a closed corporation? Do you 
have to be born in it? In 1936 my candidate became a Re- 
publican by conviction. He voted that year for the ticket 
we nominated at Cleveland. In 1938 he demonstrated his 
conviction by enrolling in the Republican party. Mr. Chair- 
man . .. Mr. Chairman, we do not run the Republican 
party on the basis of seniority. Let it never be said that we 
bar from our deliberations and from our party a man who 
is one of us, a man who believes in us, a man who millions 
of our people, members of our party, fervently believe in. 


“We Know He Can WIN” 


Now, let’s get on to business here. You and I know that 
Wendell Willkie can win next November. I put this up to 
you people, in whose district he has already appeared and 
who have met and seen him. If you were running for office 
and this man came into your district as the head of your 
party, if he were to stand shoulder to shoulder with you on 
a platform to make the fight of your political lives, you know 
as well as I do that his great ability, his personality, his 
friendliness and his force would help put your campaign 
across. 

My man can win because he stands four-square for those 
two great principles of our party: freedom of life and free- 
dom of enterprise. The Republican party will vote solidly 
for Willkie. He can win because millions now enrolled in 
the Democratic party crave those blessings denied to them 
by their own party. They’ll vote for Willkie. He can win 
because millions who belong to no party, the huge shifting 
balance-of-power vote, crave those blessings of freedom. 
They'll vote for Willkie. Why, I say to you, that when this 
man appears before the country in a real campaign the whole 
blessed nation will vote for him. I tell you, we'll have a 
Republican stampede! 


“Ripinc A TrpAL Wave” 


I know what I’m talking about. I’ve been here—I’ve been 
here in Philadelphia for two weeks, riding in front of a tidal 
wave, the like of which has never been known in national 
politics. I felt the surge of the people beneath me, and I see 
the legions—I see now as I have never seen before that a great 
battle has broken out upon the earth. It’s a battle between 
slavery and freedom! We've talked about economic compe- 
tition. But I see now a more desperate competition, a com- 
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petition between two different ways of life—the totali- 
tarians and the free. Fellow delegates, to win that competi- 
tion we must be strong—only the strong can be free! 

If Hitler can build a stronger system than ours we shall 
lose that competition. Our way of life will be liquidated. 
Already the New Deal, impotent to compete against the 
rising totalitarians, has made a move toward drafting the 
manhood and the womanhood of this country. This is exactly 
the opposite direction from the one in which we ought to 
move. 

The only way to compete against a competitor is to make 
our own system work in its own way better than the com- 
petitor’s system. That’s my vision. Millions of people in 
this country have seen it, and millions more will follow. 






We, the people, want a man whose honor and integrity can- 
not be questioned. 

We, the people, want a man whose personal loyalty has 
met the test of thousands upon thousands to whom he has | 
freely given it. Above all, we, the people, want a strong man 
to defend our freedom, a man who can liberate us from the 
grip of depression, a man who can save us by building the 
greatest defense system in history, a man who can awaken 
our energies to create for us a new world. 

Mr. Chairman, I’m just a young Congressman from In- 
diana, but in six years I’ve seen them all. When I stand in 
the presence of this man, in this crisis, I say to myself, 
“there’s a man big enough to be President of the United 
States, Wendell Lewis Willkie.” 


France Stands Aghast 


OUR FLAG REMAINS WITHOUT STAIN 


By HENRI PHILLIPPE PETAIN, Marshal of France and head of the new French Government 
Radio address made June 22, 1940, from Bordeaux 


people heard today with sad stupefaction the statement 
of Prime Minister Winston Churchill. 

We understand the anguish that dictates it. Mr. 
Churchill fears for his country the evils that have been crush- 
ing our country for the last month. 

The French people, however, cannot countenance without 
protest the lessons of a foreign Minister. Mr. Churchill is 
the judge of the interests of his country, but he is not judge 
of ours, which are still left to the honor of France. Our 
flag remains without stain. Our army fought bravely and 
loyally. Inferior in arms and numbers, it had to ask for the 
combat to cease. 

No one can divide the French at a moment when the 
country suffers. France has not spared her efforts or her 
blood, and she has the knowledge that she deserves the 
respect of the world. Mr. Churchill should know this. 

Our faith has not wavered, and in the face of this hard 
trial, we know we have surmounted others. We know our 


| VRENCHMEN, the French Government and French 


country will remain intact. 

We know our country will remain intact as long as her 
children go on loving France. This love has never dimin- 
ished in fervor. The land of France is no less rich in 
promise than in glory. Sometimes our farmers see their fields 
devastated by hail, but that does not make them despair of 
the next harvest. The farmer believes in the future with the 
same faith and the same zeal. 

Does Mr. Churchill not know that the French people have 
infused into the whole of France the same love and the same 
faith that they give to their fields? They look the present 
and the future straight in the face. 

At the present they are certain of showing more grandeur 
in their defeat than if they had been given vain and illusory 
projects. For the future they know their destiny lies in their 
courage and perseverance. 

Does Mr. Churchill think that the French people would 
refuse for the whole of France the same love and the same 
faith as they give the smallest part of their own fields? 


The Attack on the French Fleet 


THE BRITISH POSITION 


By WINSTON CHURCHILL, Prime Minister of Great Britain 
Delivered to the House of Commons, July 4, 1940 


House the measures which we have felt bound to take 
in order to prevent the French Fleet from falling into 
German hands. 

Sir [addressing the Speaker], when two nations are fight- 
ing together in long and solemn alliance against a common 
foe, one of them may be stricken down and overwhelmed and 
may be forced to ask its ally to release it from its obliga- 
tions, but the least that could be expected was that the 
French Government, in abandoning the conflict and leaving 
its whole weight to fall upon Great Britain and the British 
Empire, would have been careful not to inflict needless in- 
jury upon their faithful comrade in whose final victory the 
sole chance of French freedom lay and lies. 


[: is with sincere sorrow that I must now announce to the 





ConpbiTIONS OF RELEASE 

As the House will remember, we offered to give full re- 
lease to the French from their treaty obligations—although 
they were designed precisely for the case which arose—on 
one condition, namely, that the French Fleet should be sailed 
for British harbors before separate armistice negotiations 
with the enemy were held. 

This was not done, but on the contrary, in spite of every 
kind of private and personal promise and assurance given 
by Admiral Darlan to the First Lord and his naval colleague 
the First Sea Lord of the British Admiralty, an armistice 
was signed which was bound to place the French Fleet as 
effectively in the power of Germany and its Italian follow- 
ing as that portion of the French Fleet which was placed in 
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our power when many of them, being unable to reach French 
ports, came into the harbors of Portsmouth and Plymouth 
about ten days ago. 

But I must place on record that what might have been a 
mortal injury was done to us by the Bordeaux Government 
with full knowledge of the consequences and of the dangers 
and after rejecting all our appeals at the moment when they 
were abandoning the alliance and breaking the engagement 
which fortified it. 

This was another example of the callous and perhaps even 
malevolent treatment which we received not, indeed, from 
the French nation, who have never been, and apparently 
never are to be, consulted in these transactions, but the treat- 
ment which we received from the Bordeaux Government. 


Nazi AIRMEN SET FREE 


There were over 400 German air pilots who were prisoners 
in France, many of them shot down by the Royal Air Force. 

| obtained from M. Reynaud [former Premier Paul Rey- 
naud] a personal promise that these pilots should be sent for 
safekeeping to England and orders were given by him to that 
effect; but when M. Reynaud fell these pilots were delivered 
over to Germany in order, no doubt, to win favor for the 
Bordeaux Government with the German masters and to win 
it without regard to the injury done to us. 

The German Air Force already feels acutely the shortage 
of high-grade pilots and it seems particularly odious that these 
400 skilled men should be handed over with the sure knowl- 
edge that they would be used to bomb this country and thus 
force our airmen to shoot them down a second time. 

Such wrongful deeds will not, | am sure, be condoned by 
history and I firmly believe a generation of Frenchmen will 
arise who will clear the national honor of all countenance of 
them. 

I said last week that we must now look with particular at- 
tention to our own salvation. I have never in my experience 
seen so grim or somber a question as what we were to do 
about the French fleet discussed in the Cabinet. 

And it shows how strong were the reasons for the course 
we thought it our duty to take that every member of the 
Cabinet had the same conviction about what should be done, 
that there was not the slighest hesitation or divergence among 
them, and that the three service Ministers as well as men like 
the Ministers of Information [Alfred Duff Gordon Cooper ] 
and the Secretary of State for the Colonies [Lord Lloyd], 
particularly noted for their long friendship with France, when 
they were consulted were equally convinced that no other 
decision was possible from that we were taking, and it was 
a decision to which with aching hearts but with clear vision 
we unitedly came. 

Accordingly, early yesterday morning, July 3, after all 
preparation had been made, we took the greater part of the 
French fleet under our control or else called upon them with 
an adequate force to comply with our requirements. 


Warsuips SEIZED IN BRITAIN 


Two battleships, two light crusiers, some submarines—in- 
cluding a very large one, the Surcouf—eight destroyers and 
approximately 200 smaller but extremely useful minesweep- 
ing and anti-submarine craft, which lay for the most part 
in Portsmouth and Plymouth, were boarded by superior forces 
after a brief notice had been given wherever possible to their 
captains, 

This operation was successfully carried on without re- 
sistance or bloodshed except in one instance. A scuffle arouse 
through a misunderstanding in the submarine Surcouf in 
which one British seaman was killed and two British officers 


and one rating were wounded, and one French officer was 
also killed and one wounded. 

For the rest, the French sailors in the main cheerfully ac- 
cepted the end of a period of uncertainty. A considerable 
number—800 or 900—expressed an ardent desire to continue 
the war. Some have asked for British nationality. This we 
are ready to concede without prejudice to other Frenchmen, 
numbered by thousands, who prefer to fight with us as 
Frenchmen. 

All the rest of these crews will be immediately repartriated 
to French ports if the French Government are able to make 
arrangements for their reception by permission of their 
German rulers. We are also repatriating all French troops 
within this country, excepting those who, of their own free 
will, have volunteered to follow General de Gaulle and to 
enlist in the French forces of liberation, of whom he is the 
chief. 

Several French submarines have also joined us independ- 
ently and we have accepted their services. 

Now I turn to the Mediterranean at Alexandria, where 
a strong British battle fleet is lying. There are, besides a 
French battleship, four French cruisers, three of them 
modern, 8-inch gun vessels, and a number of smaller ships. 
These have been informed that they cannot be permitted to 
leave harbor and thus fall within the power of the German 
conquerors of France. 

Negotiations and discussions have taken place and measures 
have now been taken to ensure that those ships, which are 
commanded by a very gallant Admiral, shall be sunk or other- 
wise made to comply with our wishes. The anguish which this 
process has naturally caused to the British and French officers 
concerned may be readily imagined when I inform the House 
that only this morning during the air raid on Alexandria 
some of the French ships fired heavily and effectively with us 
against the common enemy. 

We shall, of course, offer the fullest facilities to all French 
officers and men at Alexandria who wish to continue the 
war and we will provide for them and maintain them, and 
we have promised to repatriate the rest. 

But the most curious part of the story remains. Two of 
the finest vessels of the French Fleet, the Dunkerque and the 
Strasbourg, modern battle cruisers much superior to the 
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau and built for the purpose of 
being superior to them, lay with several light cruisers and a 
number of destroyers, submarines and other vessels at Oran 
and the adjacent Mersel-Kebir, on the French frontier of 
Morocco. ‘ 

Yesterday morning a carefully chosen British officer— 
Captain Holland, late Naval Attaché at Paris, was sent on 
in a destroyer to wait upon the French Admiral Gensoul and 
after being refused an interview put before him a document 
of which I will read to the House the operative paragraphs. 

“It is impossible for us now to allow your fine ships to fall 
into the power of our German or Italian enemies. We are 
determined to fight to the end and if we win, as we think 
we shall, we shall never forget that France was our ally 
and that our interests are the same as hers and that our 
common enemy is Germany. 

“And we solemnly declare that we shall restore her terri- 
tory to France. For this purpose, we must make sure that 
the best ships of the French Navy are not used against us 
by the common foe. 

“In these circumstances, His Majesty’s government have 
instructed me to demand that the French fleet now at Mers 
el-Kebir and Oran shall act in accordance with one of the 
following alternatives: 

A. Sail with us and continue to fight for victory against 
the Germans and Italians. 
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B. Sail with reduced crews under our control to a British 
port. The reduced crews will be repatriated at the earliest 
possible moment. 

C. If either of these courses is adopted by you we will 
restore your ships to France at the conclusion of the war or 
pay full compensation if they are damaged meanwhile. 

“Alternatively, if you feel bound to stipulate that your 
ships are not to be used against the Germans or Italians 
unless they break the armistice conditions, then sail them 
with us with reduced crews to some French port in the West 
Indies—Martinique, for instance, where they can be demili- 
tarized, or be perhaps entrusted to the United States and 
remain safe until the end of the war, the crews being re- 
patriated to France. 

“If you refuse these fair offers, I must, with profound 
regret, require you to sink your ships within six hours. 
Failing the above, I have the orders of the Government to 
use whatever force may be necessary to prevent your ships 
from falling into German or Italian hands. 


BriTisH SQUADRON ON SCENE 


Sir, we had hoped that one or other of the alternatives 
which we presented would have been accepted without the 
necessity of using the terrible force of a British battle squad- 
ron. 

Such a squadron arrived before Oran two hours after Cap- 
tain Holland and his destroyer. This battle squadron was 
under the command of Vice Admiral Somerville, an officer 
who distinguished himself lately in bringing off 100,000 
Frenchmen during the evacuation of Dunkerque. This officer 
was further provided with strong flotillas of smaller ships. 

All day the parleys continued and we hoped, until the after- 
noon, that our terms would be accepted without bloodshed. 
However, no doubt in obedience to orders dictated by Ger- 
many from Wiesbaden, where the Franco-German Commis- 
sion are in session, Admiral Gensoul refused to comply and 
announced his intention of fighting. 

Admiral Somerville was therefore ordered to complete his 
mission before darkness fell. 

At 5:58 P. M. he opened fire on this powerful French 
fleet, which was protected by its shore batteries. At 6 P. M. 
he was heavily engaged. The action lasted for some ten 
minutes. It was followed by heavy attacks from our naval 
aircraft carried on the Ark Royal. 

At 7:30 Admiral Somerville forwarded a further report 
stating that a battle cruiser of the Strasbourg class was 
damaged and ashore, and a battleship of the Bretagne class 
had been sunk, another of the same class heavily damaged, 
two French destroyers and a seaplane carrier (Commandant 
Teste) also sunk or burned. 


Some SuHips Escape 


While this melancholy action was being fought the other 
battle cruiser of the Strasbourg class, the Dunkerque, or an- 
other, managed to slip out of harbor in a gallant effort to 
reach Toulon or North African ports, and place herself 
under German control, in accordance with the armistice 
terms of the Bordeaux Government. She was pursued by air- 
craft of the fleet air arm and hit by at least one torpedo. She 
may have, however, been joined by other French vessels from 
Algiers during the night, for these vessels were well placed 
to join her and the whole were able to reach Toulon before 
we could overtake them. The Dunkerque will, at any rate, 
be out of action for many months to come. 

I need hardly say that the French ships were fought, albeit 
in this unnatural action, with the characteristic courage of 
the French Navy. Every allowance should be made for Ad- 
miral Gensoul and his officers, who felt themselves obliged 





to obey the orders which they had received from their gov- 
ernment and could not look behind that government to see 
the German dictator. 

I fear that the loss of life among the French and in the 
harbor must have been heavy, as we were compelled to use a 


_ Very severe measure of force and immense explosions were 


heard. None of the British ships taking part in the action 
was affected in gun power or mobility by the heavy gun 
power directed on it. 

I have not received reports of our casualties, but Admiral 
Somerville states that the fleet is in all military respects intact 
and ready for further action. 


ITALIANS STAYED AWAY 

The Italian Navy, for whose reception we had also made 
preparations and which is considerably stronger numerically 
than the fleet we used at Oran, kept prudently out of the 
way. However we trust their turn will come during the 
operations we shall pursue to secure effectual command of 
the Mediterranean. 

A large proportion of the French fleet has therefore passed 
into our hands or has been put out of action or otherwise 
withheld from Germany by yesterday’s events. 

The House will not expect me to say anything about the 
other French ships which are at large except that it is our 
inflexible resolve to do everything possible in order to prevent 
them from falling into German hands. 

I leave the judgment of our actions with confidence to 
Parliament; I leave it to the nation; I leave it to the United 
States of America; I leave it to history, and I turn now to 
the immediate future. 

We must, of course, expect to be attacked, or even in- 
vaded, if that proves to be possible—it has not proved so 
yet—in our own island home before very long. We are 
making every preparation in our power to repel the assaults 
of the enemy, whether they be directed on Great Britain or 
Ireland, which all Irishmen, without distinction of creed or 
party, should realize is in imminent danger. 

These again are matters upon which we have clear views. 
These preparations are constantly occupying our toil from 
morn till far into the night; but although we have a clear 
view, it would not, I think, be profitable for us to discuss 
this matter in public, or even, so far as the government is 
concerned, except under very considerable reserve, in a pri- 
vate session. 

PLEA FoR UNIverRSAL AID 

I call upon all subjects of His Majesty and upon our 
allies and our well-wishers—and there are not a few—all 
over the world, on both sides of the Atlantic, to give us 
their utmost aid. In the fullest harmony with our dominions 
we are moving through a period of extreme danger and of 
splendid hope, when every virtue of our race will be tested 
and all that we have and are will be freely staked. 

This is not a time for doubts or weaknesses. 
supreme hour to which we are called. 

I will venture to read to the House a message which I 
caused to be sent to all who are serving in positions of im- 
portance under the Crown, and if the House should view it 
with sympathy I should be very glad to send a copy to every 
member for his own use—not that such exhortations are 
needed. 

This is the message: 

“On what may be the eve of an attempted invasion or 
battle for our native land, the Prime Minister desires to im- 
press upon all persons holding responsible positions in the 
government, in the fighting services or in the civil depart- 
ments, their duty to maintain a spirit of alert and confident 
energy. While every precaution must be taken that time 


This is the 
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and means afford, there are no grounds for supposing that 
more German troops can be landed in this country, either 
from the air or across the sea, that can be destroyed or cap- 
tured by the strong forces at present under arms. 

“The Royal Air Force is in excellent order and at the 
highest strength it has yet attained. The German Navy was 
never so weak nor the British Army at home so strong as now. 


Duty or HicH OFFIcIALs 


‘The Prime Minister expects all His Majesty’s servants in 
high places to set an example of steadiness and resolution. 
They should check and rebuke expressions of loose and ill- 
digested opinion in their circles or by their subordinates. They 
should not hesitate to report or, if necessary, remove any 
officers or officials who are found to be consciously exercising 
a disturbing or depressing influence and whose talk is calcu- 
lated to spread alarm and despondency. 

“Thus alone will they be worthy of the fighting men who, 
in the air, on the sea, and on land, have already met the 
enemy without any sense of being outmatched in martial 
qualities.” 


In conclusion, I feel that we are entitled to the confidence 
of the House and that they should sincerely and readily be- 
lieve that we have not failed in our duty, however painful it 
may have been. The action we have already taken should, in 
itself, be sufficient to dispose once and for all of all the lies 
and rumors which have been'so industriously spread in the 
United States and elsewhere by German propaganda and 
which you meet with here, fostered here at home by fifth 
column activities. 

These lies and rumors have suggested that we have had 
some intention of entering into negotiations with the German 
and Italian Governments. Any idea of that should be com- 
pletely swept out of the way by the very drastic and grievous 
action we have felt ourselves compelled to take. 

No, there is no thought of negotiation. There is no 
thought here, I say, in this country, whose love of peace 
has been proved so long, there is no thought here of peace. 
We shall, on the contrary, prosecute the war with the utmost 
vigor, by all the means that are open to us, until the righteous 
purposes for which we entered upon it have been in all re- 
spects fulfilled. 


Where Are Your Enemies? 


TIMES ARE ALWAYS BAD FOR THOSE WILLING TO ACCEPT DEFEAT 


By GEORGE BARTON CUTTEN, President of Colgate University 
Baccalaureate Sermon delivered at Colgate University, Hamilton, N. Y., June 9, 1940 


Matt. 10:36. A man’s foes shall 
be they of his own household. 


OMETIMES today, one wonders whether the B.A. 
degree should stand for bachelor of arts or builder of 
alibis. In these times the great achievement seems to 

be to become an efficient and artful dodger. The defeatist 
attitude always demands an excuse. The matter is so im- 
portant that we even have a scientific phrase for it, we call 
it a “defence mechanism.” “A fellow hasn’t a chance to- 
day.” “Ther. are no jobs.” “The times are out of joint.” 
‘My personality is different.” “I have a nervous disposition.” 
“The laws are not right.” “There'll always be millions of 
unemployed.” ‘There are no more frontiers.” And so on, 
ad nauseam. 

Well, let me tell you that conditions have always been 
bad for people who were willing to accept defeat, and they 
have always been good for the courageous, the resourceful, 
and the industrious. And they are today. Jesus recognized it 
in his time, and brought the matter home to his hearers in 
these ringing words—“‘No more excuses, a man’s foes shal! 
be they of his own household.” He seems to be talking to 
the twentieth century rather than to the first! 

But it was ever so! Look at the theory of disease during 
Jesus’ time. All ills of the flesh were caused by demons. We 
still retain the language even if we have discarded the theory. 
We talk of a “seizure” in epilepsy, we speak of nightmare, 
the attack of a night spirit. Certain branches of the church 
still retain formulae for exorcising demons, and China in this 
twentieth century believes in demons as the cause of all its 
woes. Witchcraft, a current belief of the church two or 
three centuries ago even in this country, destroyed the lives 
of thousands because they entertained “familiar spirits,” 
and the evil eye was a malignant influence in the world. We 
retain the word, “lunatic” as one who was detrimentally in- 
fluenced by the moon, and the inhuman treatment of the in- 
sane was fashioned in the belief that the condition could 


be so outrageous as to drive the demon out of its temporary 
habitation. 

The change in treatment shows a corresponding change in 
belief and the ideas of cause are coming closer and closer 
home. Take, for example, that of insanity. The most com- 
mon type of insanity today is called Dementia Praecox, the 
insanity of youth. Until the insulin treatment was estab- 
lished it was considered that even this form was the result of 
organic changes, probably congenital and hereditary, but the 
fact that it can be cured by the method used shows it to be 
largely functional. What happens to produce this? Well, the 
situation becomes complicated, difficulties increase, solutions 
evade us, life becomes almost unbearable, we wish we could 
be happier, we think of a far more pleasant life for which 
we long, our whole attention is focused on an ideal existence ; 
instead of fighting our way out to a solution our wishbone 
soon takes the place of our backbone and we retire to a dream 
life. Someone then comes and carries us off to-an institution 
and keeps us in idleness and luxury for the rest of our lives. 
Sometimes one wonders who the crazy people really are! 
No one from outside has inflicted us with this insanity, our 
foes are they of our own household. 

Many deaths were sudden deaths in the centuries past and 
often violent deaths. People were assassinated or poisoned, 
killed by wild animals, or suffered in jungles or woods. Our 
principal assassin today is cancer, being a very prolific cause 
of death. And is cancer an invasion from without? Oh no! 
just common ordinary cells of the body start growing in- 
ordinately. The assassin is no stranger but one of your own 
household. Some people may still be afraid of poisoners and 
rightly too! But the poisoner is no black-hearted villain 
pouring poison into the glass of the unsuspecting victim. He 
may well be a diphtheria germ manufacturing poison within 
your body—this poisoner is surely one of your own household. 

When the country was swarming with wolves and bears 
and lynx and wildcats, many stories were related in the long 
winter evenings in log cabins concerning narrow escapes and 
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fatal encounters. These days are past but is there no further 
danger from wild animals? Indeed there is. One species of 
wild animals accounts for more deaths than any other single 
cause. He does not follow us stalking along the forest path, 
or lie concealed on a branch over our heads ready to spring 
upon us. His howls are never heard in the stillness of the 
night, but he is surely deadly to millions who come in con- 
tact with him. I refer, of course, to the malaria germ—one 
of our own household. So the jungles and wilds take their 
toll from us as certain plants claim their victims. We do 
not call them plants although they are, but we call them 
bacteria and specify them by their effects as we speak of 
tuberculosis, typhoid fever, and leprosy. 

If we have succeeded in escaping with our lives from these 
household foes, what chances of success have we in our 
careers? Are there not enemies peeking from behind every 
corner to thwart us in our noble attempts to attain our high 
ideals? Have not people a spite against us, and are there not 
those upon whom rests the blame for our failures? Perhaps 
so, but who are they? Why haven’t we made better marks? 
Because we are not teacher’s pets, that’s why. Hasn’t the 
teacher favorites? Of cuurse, the teacher has favorites and 
the favorites are those who do their work thoroughly, have 
it prepared promptly and are looking for more. In business 
does not the boss hold spite and have favorites? Of course 
he does. His favorites are those who are never late, who are 
loyal to the firm, do their work faithfully, and show some 
initiative. Initiative consists in doing the right thing without 
being told. The person who, in school or in business, spends 
his time in complaining about someone who has a spite against 
him, and in claiming that he is the victim of favoritism, 
usually trails behind like the button on a rattlesnake’s tail, 
and lands in class D. Business is a little stricter than college 
and one failure usually calls for the pruning knife. 

But does not fate have something to do with it, are not 
some people unlucky? Maybe! But few persons are willing 
to bet on the man who is always unlucky. A lucky man is 
one who trusts in himself and leans on no one else. Fate is 
portable, you do not run up against it; you carry it with you. 
Your foes are they of your own household. 

A looking glass has only one value to a man and that is 
to give him a view of his most deadly enemy. It shows him 
the man he must contend with and overthrow. 

The matter stands about the same way in your moral and 
religious life. We used to blame a lot upon the Devil, upon 
Satan, upon lesser and greater demons, but our tempters are 
they of our own household, aren’t they? There is that hate 
which blackens our lives, and envy which enshrouds us, and 
covetousness which embitters us, and greed which takes us 
away from our best. These are our foes, and we may be 
sure of one thing—if we ever go to hell, we'll carry our own 
brimstone with us. 

But that is not the whole story. If our foes are they of 
our own household, so are our friends. If there are diphtheria 
microbes and malaria germs and typhoid bacteria, so there 
are those watchful phagacytes, the white blood corpuscles, 
ready to do battle and to sacrifice their lives for our benefit. 
That is what gives us immunity. Mumps and measles and 
whooping-cough germs invade our bodies, and we are not 
prepared for them, so immediately we begin to develop anti- 
bodies and the next time they come they are quickly routed. 

Several years ago, before sulphanilimide became generally 
known, the president of the Chemical Foundation told me the 
graphic history of its development, when German, English, 
and American scientists combined to produce and to perfect 
it. Is it a general germicide capable of destroying the dreaded 
strepticoccus? Not at all! It is an inspirer and encourager, 
and in its presence the phagacytes already in the body are 






stimulated to do extraordinary service and to destroy this 
enemy. Our friends are in our own household but need a 
little encouragement at times. 

So with the danger of functional insanity—a good fight 
talk to ourselves-—perhaps continually-—never allowing our- 
selves to dream when we should strive, never pitying our- 
selves when we should be putting forth superhuman effort. 
Your help is not outside, it is within. 

Success in life tells the same story. I must take the respon- 
sibility. No one else is to blame or can be. Who are the 
successful people, the leaners? Oh no! They while their 
companions slept were toiling upward in the night. Your 
friends are right at home. 

The religious life, when it is a success, means only one 
thing—bringing your actions up level with your highest 
ideals. That’s all there is to it. Nothing miraculous, nothing 
superhuman, not magical, but something very human, very 
hard, and very much worthwhile. You have it in you if 
you'll only capitalize it; and, believe me, if you ever get to 
heaven you take your own fun with you, it won’t be provided 
by the company. 

God’s promises are to those who overcome—to the fighters, 
to the lifters, to the courageous; no cowards, no shirkers, or 
retreaters can enter the kingdom of God, or even see over 
the edges. Are there great obstacles in the way—fine! Then 
there are occasions for great successes—no one can prevent 
your attaining them, no one can help you much, a man’s foes 
and his friends are they of his own household. 

What I have been trying to say is that you must accept 
responsibility for your own destiny. Immediately you ask 
three questions, and pertinent ones, too! The first is this: 
have we not been taught in our courses in science that we are 
under the dominance of the immutable laws of nature? You 
certainly have; and you should have also been taught that 
the way to conquer nature is to obey her, that to succeed 
you must live in harmony with the universe, that you must 
play the games under the rules. 

Let me give you an illustration: the greatest change that 
has come to football in the past fifty years has been in the 
difference in yardage for downs. It used to be that the team 
in possession of the ball must make five yards in three downs. 
All we asked of a back was that he hit the line three times 
and fall forward ; that gave him his five yards. To make ten 
yards in four downs, he had to do more than that, and so 
the game was opened up. Can you not hear some players and 
coaches and spectators say when the change came, “Well, 
what can we do now, the game is ruined, it isn’t what it used 
to be.” However, there were some who accepted the rules and 
began to plan what could be done under the new conditions, 
and step by step developed a different but a better game. 

You have been asking the wrong question. The question is 
not, “What will the universe do to you?” You know the 
answer to that: the dust shall return to the earth as it was, 
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. But before 
the universe can land that final wallop, you have another 
question to ask: What am I going to do to the universe? 
We used to believe according to the theory of mental action 
that every time a person thought, there was a corresponding 
atomic movement; now, | believe, we are trying to translate 
all these movements into electrical discharges. But whether 
the one or the other, with the close connection and relation 
of matter or force or electricity, it is impossible for the tiniest 
bit of matter to be moved or forex to be exerted without its 
having its repercussions on the most distant star, so that it 
may truly be said that every time you think you move the 
universe. I have not noticed any violent disturbances the 
last four years, but there has been an occasional quivver. It 
may be that what we attributed to a sun spot last Easter 
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Sunday may have been due to a sudden, brilliant thought by 
some incipient Einstein in some college dormitory. 

When a young man comes to college he should proceed to 
solve a very simple algebraic problem. It is this: A plus B 
equals X. A is himself, B is the college, X is the final result. 
B, the college, is a fairly constant factor—it is the different 
A’s which make the difference in X. He should first find out 
all he can about himself, his abilities, his preferences, his 
most efficient methods of work, and his aims. He should find 
out all about the college, and drain it of its riches. He should 
work according to the rules and obtain the finest results. In 
the men who have been in your class the results have been 
widely different because you have been different. Some were 
always looking for reasons why they couldn’t succeed and 
those always found them. Some refused to see any reason 
for failure and never found any—sweeping all obstacles out 
of the way. Some have had to work their way through and 
did it magnificently ; some failed their courses because of their 
hot-house training they could not stand the chill of discipline 
which unpleasant tasks impose. X has meant in some cases 
dire failure, in other cases the grandest success; the college 
has been the same to all—the individual, not the immutable 
laws, made the difference. 

‘The second question you ask is this: have we not seen men 
swayed and moved and crushed by circumstances over which 
they have no control? You certainly have, and right along- 
side of them were others who sidestepped the blow and 
handed fate a terrific thrashing. —The man after my heart is 
the one who makes lemonade out of the lemons which are 
handed to him. Hard times are a challenge; are we to wilt 
under the threat or to use the new conditions for a greater 
victory? Have you read a recent book, “I begin again”? This 
woman in middle life who had all her mode of life and all 
her plans shattered by a sudden blindness, accepted the 
challenge and tells us how she readjusted her life so that it 


was permeated with usefulness and glittered with happiness. 
Don’t be a quitter, strike back! 

The third question you ask is: Is there not a God in the 
Universe? There certainly is, that is the reason we can 
depend upon the universe. For millions of years God has 
been trying to fashion the world for such a time as this, when 
the courage and resourcefulness and industry and character 
of the individual should count. What a thrill it must be to 
God to discover a real individual instead of just another 
clam. God does help the man who helps himself. His whole 
world is geared to give such a man a boost. But not God 
Himself can make a success out of a man who is willing to be 
a failure. God has finally, after working for eons, developed 
personality, and he cannot help respecting that personality. 
Don’t blame it on God, a man’s foes shall be they of his 
own household. 


Gentlemen of Colgate 


Tomorrow you are going out from Colgate after four 
years of hard work. In some cases the hard work has been 
on your part, in other cases the beads of perspiration still 
stand upon the brows of parents, professors and administra- 
tion. I do not know how much Mathematics and Greek and 
Economics and Philosophy you have obtained and retained. 
I am not sure that I care particularly, if in the process you 
have evolved valuable habits of thought, you have captured 
and elaborated high ideals, and you have developed self 
reliance of a high type. If you are only absorbers you can 
never contribute anything to your own generation or to your 
world. The Man of Galilee is your example. He is a saviour 
because his contribution was outstanding. Self reliant and 
clear headed, he forced his generation to face their problems 
honestly. It was he who said, “A man’s foes shall be they 
of his own household.” Clear up your own lives, then you 
are ready to stimulate others. So we send you forth! 


America Must Prepare 


OUR NATIONAL SOUL IS PUT TO THE TEST 


By J. C. McMANAWAY, Lawyer of Clarksburg, W.Va., formerly Major in the Intelligence Service of the A.E.F. 
Delivered at Memorial Day Celebration, May 30, 1940 


EMORIAL DAY was instituted for the purpose 
of doing honor to the memory of those of our citi- 
zens who died that the Union might be preserved. 

‘Today, we have broadened our ceremony to include all of 
our war dead. 

I think it is entirely fitting, in the world in which we find 
ourselves today, to review the history of our last two great 
wars; to think over again why they were fought, and why 
our government was unable to prevent them. Another fact 
meriting our consideration is, that in all three of our great 
wars the Presidency was held by men who were as nearly 
Pacifists as it is possible for an intelligent man to be—Madi- 
son, Lincoln, Wilson. 

‘The Civil War, certainly on the part of the North, was 
fought purely for a sentiment, an ideal. The Northern 
people could have stopped the war at any moment at the 
mere cost of recognizing what many people considered an 
accomplished fact, and without any sacrifice of the solid and 
material facts that most closely touch the lives of the indi- 
vidual citizen. 

From their own point of view, the Southerners were fight- 
ing for everything that men hold dearest. For liberty and 
self-government; for hearth and home; and for the suprem- 
acy of their race. Negro emancipation was an incident, not 


an object, of the war. Lincoln, in his inaugural address, 
stated the reason that the North was fighting, in one phrase, 
“physically, we cannot separate.”” We now know that that 
was a bare statement of fact. No matter how willing to sep- 
arate the States had been, there was at that time no pos- 
sibility of a readjustment and redistribution of federal power 
that would have been satisfactory to either side. No settle- 
ment that would not have raised problems that could have 
been solved only by force. 

The fact that this terrible war, fought to the bitterest end 
of exhaustion of one of the parties, at the cost of the flower 
of the manhood of a whole generation, was fought for an 
ideal, does not make it unique in history. Nearly all of the 
great wars of history have been fought for ideas. Ideas and 
ideals are the one thing, and the only thing, for which man 
will fight to the death. 

In re-reading the history of the United States from 1850 
to 1861, it is almost incomprehensible that the people of the 
North refused to see the coming of this storm, and failed 
utterly to prepare for it. Even after South Carolina had 
seceded in December, 1860, and the Confederate Govern- 
ment was formed in February, 1861, no steps were taken, 
and the Northern Press still treated the threats of secession 
—not as though they were a fact—but as though they were 
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an argument. Seward openly said “It is a bluff.” They so 
little realized the seriousness of the situation that an English 
banker in New York, writing to John Bright, said “that the 
Federal government was dissolving and it looked then that 
by March 4th there would be nothing left to secede from.” 

The Regular Army at that time censisted of 16,000 men. 
It was scattered all over the western frontier. In Washing- 
ton, on the day of Lincoln’s inauguration, General Scott had 
to ask the local police department to deputize citizens to 
preserve public order. The deep South had already seceded ; 
the confederate government was already formed. He hadn’t 
enough soldiers to police the Inauguration Parade. Even 
after Fort Sumter, Lincoln asked for 75,000 volunteers, 
most of whom were enlisted for 90 days. And the war came 
on. It lasted four long years; nearly half of the United 
States was destroyed; more than a million men died, and the 
animosities created exist today, when there is hardly a sur- 
vivor of the conflict left alive. It could have been pre- 
vented by a striking force of 10,000 men under determined 
leadership. 

The history of the United States shows that this complete 
lack of military preparedness existed in the war of 1812; it 
existed in the Mexican War. We know of the terrible sit- 
uation of our troops in the Spanish-American War, where 
there were more casualties from typhoid at Chicamauga than 
—were suffered in the entire Cuban campaign. In the World 
War, which most of us here endured, we blamed our Reg- 
ular Army for their lack of capacity to maneuver divisions 
—when no officer in our Regular Army had ever seen a 
Division; when, with the one exception of Pershing in the 
Mexican campaign, no man in the Regular Army had ever 
seen a war strength regiment. Those of us who were in 
France saw the terrible casualties suffered by our troops— 
out of all proportion to those of the trained soldiers of our 
Allies and our enemies. Luckily, an American army was only 
in one battle, but, in that battle, our casualties, in dead, were 
more than five times that of the French Army fighting on 
our left. We paid (and most of us know this of our own 
knowledge) for our lack of preparedness in blood. By this 
sacrifice of lives and treasure we saved our lives and our 
liberties from German domination for twenty years. Now, 
we are living again in a world in flames. 

Do we not owe it to those men who died that we might 
live, might have liberty and might pursue our happiness in 
peace, that their sacrifice shall not have been in vain? And 
do we not owe it to them that, if called upon again, the lives 
of our young men not be wasted ? 

The war that is being fought today in Europe is not a 
new war. It is the same war. The same war that has been 
raging in Europe intermittently ever since the rise of the 
Prussian Monarchy to power. A war that power makes 
inevitable. A war that will recur until the Prussian domina- 
tion of Central Europe is either crushed or achieves its ideal. 
And it is a grandiose ideal—World Dominion. 

We were unprepared in the last war. We used the in- 
ferior Enfield Rifle, because we had no factories to make 
Springfield Rifles, to equip our army. No American gun was 
fired in France. No American plane flew in France before 
the Armistice. Our young men were not trained; our Reg- 
ular Army had learned their profession only out of books. 
They had never seen a modern army. Their efficiency could 
only be tested by written examinations. They had nothing 
with which to maneuver. We could only judge a man’s 
capacity to handle other men in thousands by the facility 
with which he passed examinations, or maintained the rec- 
ords of his company—65 men strong. 

As a result of our lack of training, the American Army 






in the last war fought the war with a rifle and a bayonet. 
We had automatic weapons, but our young battalion com- 
manders, jerked out of business houses, banks and law offices, 
did not, and could not, know their characteristics. As a 
result, our losses on every given mission averaged from five 
to eight times the losses of adequately trained troops. 

From 1870, when Prussia achieved the domination of 
modern Germany, until 1914, Prussian statesmen, scholars, 
writers, and soldiers, shouted the slogan from every rostrum 
“World Power or Downfall,” “Weltmacht oder Nieder- 
gang.” At a dinner on a German Torpedoboat Destroyer in 
Boston when I was in the Law School, every officer stood 
and drank the toast of the Commanding Officer, ““Weltmacht 
oder Niedergang” and every officer answered the toast “Der 
Tag.” At every formal dinner, in every regimental post in 
the German army, this toast was given. Every boy of the 
better classes, and every boy of a family that aspired to the 
better class, was taught this toast from the day he was big 
enough to go to school alone. 

In the occupied territory in Germany after the Armistice, 
as a member of the Intelligence Section of the General Staff, 
I was ordered to fraternize with the German officers of the 
Divisions who had fought against us. Not one of them con- 
sidered for a minute that the war was over. Literally dozens 
of them told me in conversation “You have won the war, 
but we will win the peace. And we will win it in one 
generation.” 

Since 1933 we have heard Hitler, Goering, Goebbels, 
Himmler, shouting from every German rostrum ‘World 
Power or Downfall.” During that period we have seen Ger- 
many reintroduce universal military service. For the past 
five years we have seen the entire nation mobilized for war, 
every national activity directed to the one purpose of build- 
ing an army of tremendous striking force. And now, we 
have seen that army strike. We have seen a tactic that our 
ablest military critics hooted at as ridiculous “The vertical 
envelopment” achieve, certainly an initial success. We have 
seen a coordinated army of air planes, mechanized units, 
motorized units, smash through what we all considered the 
best army in Europe. And the defending army so demoral- 
ized that it had to change Commanders in the middle of 
the battle. 

We do not know but that England is at this minute (after 
a thousand years) being invaded. We know that at the 
word, Paris and London can be destroyed. And, if the 
French Army is destroyed, and if, in accordance with the 
formula set out in “Mein Kampf,” France is effeminized, 
and then England destroyed, what about us? 

I am going to ask you to think of our strength—not as we 
see it ourselves—but as others think of us. Especially the 
Germans and the Japanese. These Germans and Japanese 
opinions are not hidden. They are not secret. They are 
openly published in the writings of their greatest and most 
respected leaders, for anybody to read who cares to read such 
unpleasant matter. 

All the foreign observers admit that the initial battle 
morale of our troops in the last war was splendid. Most of 
them state that, due to our heavy losses and the impossibility 
of replacing our trained officers, that this initial battle morale 
deteriorated very rapidly. As to our national war morale, 
there is practical unanimity of opinion. This opinion is held 
not only by our enemies, but by our old Allies. And this 
opinion is, that we probably would not, or could not, stand 
a long war, with heavy casualties. They say that in the last 
war we went from absolute indifference to hysteria in eight 
months. We who lived through it know that to be true. 
They are convinced that mass emotions come in waves and 
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that action and reaction are equal and opposite in direction; 
that after our hysteria, when the casualty lists started to 
come in at the rate of ten thousand a day, our civilian pop- 
ulation would become revolted. They feel, and say, that the 
opinion of the women of the United States has such a tre- 
mendous effect on the general public opinion, so much larger 
an effect than in any other country in the world, that the 
American public, as distinguished from the American soldier, 
is effeminate. 

I don’t agree with that opinion. And I am sure you don’t 
agree with it. But I can assure you that it is the opinion 
held by foreign armies. And it is not we, but the leaders of 
foreign armies, who will decide whether or not we go to 
war. 

The only reason that I fear we may be forced to go to 
war is: The apparent fixed resolution of our politicians, 
businessmen, and leaders of public opinion to see things 
other than as they are. These Germans are not fighting for 
booty, ‘““Lebensraum;” they are fighting for a great ideal. 
‘The ideal of Empire of World Dominion. Pride of Race. 
‘The hegemony of a planet. The place that Rome once held. 
They are ambitious to give the world a new religion—a 
German religion. As Goebbels said, ‘““We have crucified 
Judea and now we will scour the stink of Galilee from our 
souls.” 

These sentiments are not new. Von Treitschke, the most 
popular professor who ever lectured at the University of 
Berlin, preached them for thirty years. And Treitschke died 
in the 1890's. And since Treitschke, no man _ professing 
Christianity has ever taught history, or philosophy of history, 
in the University of Berlin. 

This type of propaganda has now impregnated the lives 
of three generations of German youth, and it has come to 
fruition. Nobody now can any longer think that the ideal of 
World Dominion is not considered by the German People 
to be practical. And if England is destroyed, can anyone for 
one moment think that the German Nation, drunk with 
racial pride, with the most powerful army in the world, 
flushed with victory, will leave us in peace to enjoy the rich- 
est part of the world—helpless to defend ourselves! And we 
are helpless. Only the most shortsighted persons any longer 
consider the ocean a defense. No country that ever depended 
on a geographical barrier survived. When the army retires 
into a citadel, it has admitted defeat. And what are our 
ocean barriers but the walls of a citadel? If England and 
France fail, we are going to be given the same choice that 
Islam gave the Christians. That Genghis Khan gave the 
greatest and most civilized nations of the East. That Hitler 
gave the Poles—Slavery, or Death. 

No German military writer considers the invasion of the 
Continental United States impractical, provided bases are 
first obtained in Newfoundland and the Caribbean. Von 
Waln wrote an article, demonstrating to his satisfaction that 
if a foreign power had Newfoundland, and Bahamas and 
Trinidad, that they could reduce the Continental United 
States with the loss of less than a million men. And he 
thought that price cheap. 

We people, steeped for generations in the doctrines of 
Christianity, cannot realize the cold blooded calculation of 
men who for from three to five generations have had every 
instinct of Christianity held up to ridivule, drilled and 
trained out of them, and who have been taught to believe 
that the individual actually has no existence as such and is 
only important as a unit of the race—which is immortal. 
That the immortality of the individual soul is a ridiculous 
superstition. That only the race can be immortal. And only 
those races are entitled to survive who have the strength to 








subject other races to their uses. These men religiously be- 
lieve in their inherent superiority and in the necessity and 
the desirability of a slave civilization, with themselves as 
Masters and the inferior races, all races other than them- 
selves, as slaves to do their will. 


I hate war. I hate war with an intensity that people who 
have not seen war cannot achieve. I have seen my own dead. 
I have seen homes, villages, cities, that were blasted off the 
face of the earth. I certainly do not want these things to 
happen here. But I am convinced that unless we prepare 
ourselves, and become so strong that no one would dare 
attack us; so strong that an attack on the United States 
would be national suicide, that we will again have American 
war dead, and that we may well see our homes and our 
cities devastated. 


To prepare adequately and to meet the attack of a modern 
army: anything less than adequate measures are ridiculous 
waste. To achieve this strength, requires more than money. 
it requires men. The best men that we have. You, and me, 
and our sons. The sacrifice of our ease. The sacrifice of our 
careers. The sacrifice of our ambitions for our children. The 
days of security are gone, not to be seen again until this 
obscene Prussian war machine, bent on the destruction of 
every value we hold dear, is destroyed. 


In order to give us even reasonable security, we must now 
—immediately—have a striking force of nine Army Corps, 
equipped, staffed with experienced professional officers who 
can coordinate an attack timing and synchronizing the strik- 
ing force of air planes, mechanized troops, motorized troops, 
and organize the infantry behind them. Not men who have 
read about doing these things in a book. Men who have 
done them, and can do them. That means an army in being, 
ready to strike, of more than 700,000 men; with the nation 
in reserve. 


No nation ever lived long who hired its defenders. We 
must go ourselves. Take our places in the ranks. It was 
only when the Spanish Grandees took the vow that they 
would go themselves on foot and in the ranks that they 
stopped the Turks. When the Athenians ceased to serve in 
the ranks they became the slaves of Macedonia. When 
Rome started to hire her legions, Rome died, and barbarism 
settled on Europe for 400 years. If we are going to have 
this kind of army, we must first build a national spirit in all 
of our people. We must have the will to be free. We must 
really, in our hearts, prefer to die on our feet rather than to 
live on our knees. We are going to have to change our 
whole national outlook on living. We are going to have to 
accept sacrifices (not only pay taxes) ; we are going to have 
to give up our ease and take the hard way, and steel our- 
selves and our young men to the idea that death is preferable 
to dishonor. That liberty is just as precious to us as it was 
to Washington, when he told his aide, Captain Tilghman, 
when they were riding home at the end of the Revolutionary 
War, “that he hoped the Americans would still cherish lib- 
erty when men no longer had to die for it.” 


It is now our turn. Our name has been called. Since the 
war of 1812 we have lived without any reasonable fear of 
invasion. As a nation, we have taken our ease in our safe 
place. It is no longer a safe place, and we can no longer 
take our ease. And now the strength of our national soul is 
put to the test. Can we give up our ease? Can we condition 
ourselves for battle? Or, shall we take our place with those 
nations that were unworthy to live and shall we demonstrate 
to the world that a nation founded on the principles that are 
declared to be self-evident in the Declaration of Indepen- 


dence cannot long survive? 
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Keeping Out of War 


WE SEEM HEADED FOR THAT PATH NOW 





By GENERAL HUGH S. JOHNSON, Political Commentator and Formerly Director, N.R.A. 
Delivered over the Columbia Broadcasting System, from Washington, June 22, 1940 


THANK Columbia Broadcasting for this opportunity. 

It is the first time I ever requested radio time. I do it 

for a sufficient reason. We are being bum’s-rushed 
toward a fateful choice between immediate involvement in 
war by our own warlike acts or keeping out of war as long 
as we can and taking every moment of that precious respite to 
get ready to defend ourselves. 

We are utterly, tragically unready for war or defense to- 
day. Until we are ready, acts of war committed by us can 
force an attack on us whether a probable future enemy desires 
it or not—or desires it now or not. Many recent acts of ours 
are acts of war. They are not prudent statesmanship. They 
are a sort of reckless shooting craps with destiny for the stake 
of our democracy. 

It is said that in such an hour we need unity. That is 
truly said. But we have unity on every dreadful issue save 
one. That we should re-arm for defense—arm to the utter- 
most—arm without stint or limit and regardless of cost? 
We are 100 per cent united on that. Selective universal 
service and training? Yes, with few dissenting voices. A 
sufficient mechanized and motorized army of as many armored 
divisions as we can get together? Yes, almost unanimous. 
As many war planes as we can put in the sky? Yes, as 
quickly as we can get them. Air and naval bases from 
Greenland to the bulge of South America and from the 
Galapagos Islands to the Aleutians and a navy strong enough 
to defend that whole far-flung battle line in both oceans? I 
know of no single intelligent and experienced observer who 
dissents. On all this our country is united as never before 
on any question. The only disunion is on a further question 
which is more technical and professional—more coldly mili- 
tary and naval than political or emotional. 

We do not have these defenses. It takes time to get them. 
The question is as to what we should do in those circum- 
stances. There are two answers. One is to aid Hitler’s 
enemies by sending them warlike supplies. Even on that there 
is no disagreement as to permitting them to buy from our 
industries whatever those industries can make and sell. But 
it is now proposed to aid them by sending them the ships of 
our navy, the war-planes of both our inadequately equipped 
Army and Navy, the artillery and small arms of our army. 

What is the difference between aid of the first kind and 
aid of the second? Simply this—in the whole development 
of international law it has always been recognized that any 
nation, not at war, may permit either of two belligerents to 
buy in its markets without committing itself to war. But it 
has been equally recognized that for any nation as such to 
furnish either belligerent with troops, war-craft, ammunition, 
guns or money is an act of war against the other belligerent. 

There is not the slightest doubt in the world that Mr. 
Roosevelt is committed to the hilt to this course of war now. 
There is no doubt that both Col. Knox and Col. Stimson 
advocate this course. Col. Stimson has already declared for 
far more offensive acts of war—American naval convoys for 
shipments of unconditional contraband of war, the donation 
of use of American naval and air bases for British ships of 
war—and even the sending of troops. As Secretary of State, 
Mr. Stimson was for the use of American force in China to 
oppose Japan. He is clearly war minded. 


Mr. Roosevelt’s selection of these gentlemen as Secre- 
taries of War and Navy is an indication of his own belief 
and policy so clear that it leaves no doubt. It has been called 
a move to coalition and solidarity as between two parties. It 
is no such thing. Coalitions are alliances between men of 
divergent views except on the single purposes of defense in 
war. This is not a Democratic-Republican coalition. It is 
solely and simply a coalition of war-minded men. 

The voice of this country is not for war. The voice of 
the Republican party is not for war. It is doubtful whether 
15 per cent of our people want us to invoke war by com- 
miting acts of war now when we are tragically unready. No, 
this is a coalition of war-frenzied men to lead, or bulldoze 
or trick the 85 per cent of us who want no war now into 
prompt involvement regardless of the wishes of the boys 
who will have to fight and perhaps die, the mothers who bore 
them, or the opinion and temper of 85 per cent of our 
people. 

Now let us, in all fairness, concede the complete patriotism, 
sincerity and conviction of Frank Knox and Henry Stimson. 
They are typical, honorable and distinguished Americans. 
They highly and honestly believe something like this. That 
we have relied upon England and the British fleet to resist 
thrusts at us across the Atlantic, that this reliance is now 
threatened and that therefore we must get in on the side of 
that fleet and that it is better to do that now at all costs than 
to wait until we must fight alone. 

It is true that they say they don’t want to help with war 
—but with methods short of war. Those are simply words. 
Taking warships, war-planes and guns away from our weak 
defenses and sending them to fight abroad are not methods 
short of war. They are war itself. Furthermore, this Ad- 
ministration has gone just as far as Congress and the 
country would let it go and in some cases further. With the 
slightest release of popular resistance they would go all the 
way—and on their principles they should go all the way. 
For, let us face the fact boldly—there is neither morality 
nor sound military sense in their present course. If we rely 
on England to that extent, in morality we should ‘not confine 
our help to clever little schemes for a sleazy bootlegging of 
a few arms in violation of both our own and international 
law. We ought frankly to declare war tomorrow. 

Of course in a practical sense that would be madness. We 
have nothing with which to fight that kind of war. Whether 
we declare war or continue in our present blind-pig, under- 
cover furtive war, nothing that we now have to send can 
affect the immediate outcome of this battle. 

But I do not agree that we do rely or can rely on England 
to protect America. Therefore I deny that we have any 
moral obligation in this bloody matter. If we have relied 
and so remained disarmed and now find ourselves as help- 
less as a toothless, clawless and rheumatic lion, it was a folly 
for which somebody should answer. We did not learn the 
lesson in the terrible trimming and kicking we got after our 
last adventure in 1918 but there is no hope for us if the 
past terrible two years hasn’t taught us. Look at the Euro- 
pean countries that relied on the strength and promises and 
guaranties of others—ten of them from Czecho-Slovakia to 
France—hanging like the slaughtered corpses of Bluebeard 
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wives in Hitler’s bloody closet. In this double-crossing, 
welching, treaty-breaking, lying world, no country—and es- 
pecially ours—can risk its existence on any other nation. We 
have only one reliance but if we use it properly and wisely it 
is enough. It is the strength of our own right arm and the 
courage, patriotism and loyalty of our own people. 

We must arm with ten times the rapidity and skill with 
which we are doing it now. We must make ourselves so 
strong that no nation will mediate or attempt an assault on 
us across our ocean barriers. 

| know the answer of the war minded men to that. Hitler 
won't give us time. After England we are next. Let’s get 
in now. Get in with what? It is military madness. But the 
men who say that are sincere. They just don’t understand 
war. Napoleon said, “Empires die of indigestion.” Hitler 
has bitten off more than any conqueror can chew for a long 
time. He has a tremendous task of coordination, mopping up, 
reconstruction and repair. An overseas operation against a 
country of 130,000,000 who are three thousand miles away 
and possessed of the richest potential military resources in 
the world and one of the world’s greatest navies is a matter 
very different from Blitzkrieg mechanical war against neigh- 
boring nations. 

There is some element of gamble in this conclusion. But it 
is a good gamble with the odds all in its favor. The con- 
trary course of attacking Hitler now would do us no good 
in preparation. It would create and perpetuate a New Deal 
dictatorship. It would force Hitler, if he conquers Europe, 





not to wait but to attack us now, which he almost certainly 
would not do otherwise. 

Let’s use the sense that God gave geese. Let’s stay out 
until we are ready to get in. If we get sufficiently ready 
we shall never get in. 

There is only one force in America that can keep us out 
of war. That is the force of popular opinicn. No leader can 
take this country into war if it doesn’t want to go. If by some 
rash and aggressive action any leadership attempts to put us 
into a war against the public will, he will doom us to 
defeat and destruction. 

We seem headed toward that pathway now. Let’s not per- 
mit it. Thank God Congress is in session. Let’s keep it there. 
That means not merely that we can see what’s being done 
but that we can affect and influence what it is proposed to do. 
As never before in our history our fate depends on the 
existence and the proper working of our democratic institu- 
tions. As never before they depend on the vigilance and 
assertiveness of the American people. 

Every man and woman should watch Washington con- 
stantly. Every American should keep in touch with his 
representatives in Congress. At every sign or step in the 
direction of the bloody conflagration in Europe express your- 
self to Congress. Every faltering in our preparations for 
defense cry havoc. In coming elections cast your vote and 
raise your voice for peace and preparedness. That is the best 
watchword for America today “Complete defense and no 
war now.” 


The Freedom That Men Die For 


THE VALIDITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL 


By RAYMOND GRAM SWING, Author, Journalist and Radio Commentator 
Commencement Address delivered at Olivet College, June 16, 1940 


RESIDENT BREWER, members of the class of 
1940. <A few weeks ago, Dr. Robert Ley, chief of 
the German Labor Front, in the course of a broad- 

cast, gave this definition of freedom. “A man is free,” he 
declared, “first, when he can eat, drink, dress and live as, 
and where he pleases, or finds necessary ; second, when he can 
wander out into the world whenever and however he pleases, 
and third, when others honor and esteem his labors. That is 
the true meaning of freedom.” I am not going to criticize 
this definition at length for what it says, though it is worth 
pointing out that it does not define the freedom in a totali- 
tarian state, where there is a distinct limitation on earning 
power, so that a man has to eat, drink, dress and live accord- 
ing to an income set by the state, and not according to his 
pleasure or ability. And in the Germany of today all young 
men and women have to give outright of their services to the 
state as labor conscripts, and later in life they are subject to 
the state’s dictated rules as to how long they work, under 
what conditions, and at what prices they must buy their 
food, clothing, lodging and travel. But this freedom, Dr. 
Ley may say, i¥ it is mot in practice, will be put into practice 
as Germany prospers. It is the German ideal. This is what 
they are striving for, And I want to examine it first of all 
as an ideal. A man is free, if I may paraphrase it, if he is 
economically secure, if he can travel, and if his labor is 
respected. This is the dogma of the state which has set itself 
up as modern, as entitled to world leadership, as the standard 
bearer of a new order which shall replace the order to which 
you and I, and the hundreds of millions who were living 
under democratic systems, belong. 





The world, at this hour, is in dreadful chaos. It is in the 
grips of a conflict which bespeaks more than a competition 
for political power, more than a shift of world markets. It 
is the rise of a concept of life, challenging a different concept 
of life. And what is at stake, besides political and economic 
power, is the establishment of a concept of life, not for this 
year and next, but for many, many years to come. For this 
reason, since the concept of life on which our nation was 
founded, is the one which is being challenged, we are in- 
volved in this conflict, no matter how much we may decide 
to do in defense of our concept. The war of the democracies 
in Europe may end in their defeat, and our concept of life 
would be still intact. But the challenge to it will continue, 
and one or the other will prevail, either our concept of life, 
or the challenging concept of the totalitarian order. 

Dr. Ley has defined freedom as Germany intends to estab- 
lish it. It consists of economic security, the ability to travel, 
and the respect of the community. These are worthy objec- 
tives. | pay them my tribute and ask you to acknowledge 
their value. But you will see that they are not the American 
concept of freedom, not for what Dr. Ley says, but for what 
he omits. For in his doctrine of freedom the individual is 
not free to think, free to speak, free to read, free to formu- 
late his own experience of truth, free to contribute respon- 
sibly to the community, to help shape its life and help direct 
its affairs. His freedom gives man an economic minimum 
and a sense of satisfaction in his labor, which surely is good. 
But it disregards his individual spiritual life, and the co- 
operation of his individual spiritual life to the benefit of the 
community and the state. To put it bluntly, he is economi- 
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cally free, but politically and spiritually enslaved. And there 
is the conflict. It is one in which you will have to take sides, 
as you now go out into adult life. You will choose that your 
individual strength will be thrown into the preservation of 
spiritual and political liberty, or you will be content to let 
these go in return for economic security. 

A great many adults in this country have tried to evade 
facing the reality of this choice. They have told themselves 
that they were not involved in the struggle in Europe. They 
ascribed other issues to the war. They said it is a war be- 
tween imperialisms, and so in a sense it is. They said it is 
a war brought on by a peace treaty after the last war which 
did injustice to Germany, and so in a sense it is. They said 
it was a war being fought a long way off, and so in a sense 
it is. But no one can deny truthfully that the outcome of 
the war, whatever may have contributed to its origins, will 
be to establish or destroy in Europe a concept of individual 
and political freedom. And if it is destroyed there, it already 
is partly destroyed in all the world. For unless all civilized 
countries are free, no one nation, nor even a single continent, 
can progress in freedom. It will be on the defensive. It will 
go into an era of striving to preserve a freedom which is on 
the wane, which has lost its appeal to modern men. 

I think all of us are reluctant to admit to ourselves just 
how much we care about certain values in life. It is a deep 
process to square away to certain truths and to know that in 
necessity one would not flinch in defending them. Life is 
precious to us. Anyone who says lightheartedly he would be 
ready to die for anything whatever can’t be either very sensi- 
tive or very honest with himself. What we do hope is that 
when a test comes of our courage and our loyalty, we shall 
not fail, but we don’t go about advertising the aching con- 
quest of ourselves. I believe that most enlightened men and 
women, young and old, when the emergency arises would 
make any sacrifice, even if life itself, to preserve a right to 
freedom. I believe this because it is the revelation of the 
ages. Many men have died to attain freedom, and to many 
men in the long past the necessity of freedom was the neces- 
sity of life itself. 

There is a good deal of talk particularly among young 
people these days, about what they are not willing to die for. 
I must say that I can’t criticize your generation for saying 
that you have no intention to die for the contribution made 
to civilization by my generation. 

As I look back upon that contribution I can well under- 
stand and respect your attitude. The generation to which 
I belong has done some splendid things. It has mechanized 
life, which is not to be sneered at. For the motorcar, to 
take an example, has made man geographically free. It has 
opened the country to the city, and brought the city to the 
country. The generation to which I belong has reduced 
space. The airplanes which are dropping bombs in Europe 
mustn’t obscure your vision of the airplanes that are making 
the unification of China possible, that are bringing Latin 
America into close neighborhood with us and its component 
parts, that have reduced the Atlantic ocean to one-fifth its 
breadth, that are making all men close to all men, as close 
together as relatively few men were close who lived in the 
same province a century ago. The modern communications 
systems have pulled us still closer together, so that news, 
music, discussion can draw every home into the vortex of art 
and current thought. Our newspapers and periodicals, our 
radios and television have annihilated the sense of separation. 
We all have access to everything. We have untold poten- 
tialities of participation. —The world has been given integra- 
tion, physical integration, which had to come before the 
development of the still greater powers of spiritual integra- 


tion. This has been a contribution, made with initiative, 
resources, devotion, with an abounding energy and optimism 
rarely if ever duplicated by any generation. 

But I admit that as I survey these achievements they are 
not the values for which young people who fall heir to them 
should be expected to feel like dying. They are resplendent, 
but they do not evoke the deepest sense of need and grati- 
tude. One would not die for a newspaper, not willingly, 
nor for an automobile plant, nor an airplane design, nor 
indeed for the stark beauty of that monument of a pros- 
perous, mechanized America, the buildings that make up 
Rockefeller Center in New York. Nor have the other works 
of beauty of my generation been inspiring and enlisting. We 
have our literature, our painting, our contemporary music 
and verse, but you know as well as I that you could, in 
necessity dispense with them, as some men in times past could 
not dispense with their scriptures and their psalms. 


The generation to which I belong has also spread before 
your generation the riches of education, and done it lavishly, 
as in no time in the long history of human society. We are 
in the way to a national elucidation so that millions today 
have the equipment to understand the intricate complexities 
of this mechanized society. And though the town meeting is 
gone, the town meeting method continues, with millions tak- 
ing the place of the handful of villagers who had hardly 
anything more than simple local affairs to attend to in the 
frontier days. I do not say the education has been available 
to all, or has been always wise, but the educational process 
is slow. It is the only known process by which man does 
finally pull himself up by his bootstraps. This contribution 
of education did not, of course, begin with my generation, 
but if you will weigh that contribution by any standards you 
please, you will find it substantial. In appraising the gen- 
eration of your parents, know that it was not concerned 
wholly with mechanism. It had reverence for learning and 
beauty. It strove to make them accessible to all young people 
as their common right. 

But what has weakened your possible devotion and loyalty 
to the world handed on to you are two tremendous factors. 
One of these is the World War and its consequences. The 
other is our own loss of our sense of personal validity. This 
second point I shall come back to later. 

The World War should have been the last great war and 
it wasn’t. If that war couldn’t teach my generation its 
lesson, my generation was far too innocent and timid to 
deserve devotion and respect. There I should agree with 
you, though not too censoriously. I agree as to the fact, but 
not as to the degree of innocence and timidity. The very 
first opportunity that ever presented itself to a modern, 
almost integrated world to organize peace, came as the result 
of the World War. My generation botched the job. It 
botched it not only badly, but did it with sublime indiffer- 
ence to what it was doing, letting the strands of a golden 
opportunity slip through its hands, without clutching at a 
single thread. But it was not an experienced world. Never 
had the organization of peace in a democratic civilization 
been faced, thought through and understood. People had 
gone through a war, had detested it, had suffered desolation 
and poverty, and yet they believed that to resolve not to fight 
another war would be enough. They put war down as an 
evil in individual and national thought. They did not under- 
stand that war, whatever it may be in terms of evil, is 
simply the consequence of the breakdown of peace, and that 
peace is something that must be built, understood, daily prac- 
ticed, wisely cultivated, constantly and consciously nourished. 


It is the fashion today to decry the Treaty of Versailles 
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and find in it the root of the present war. But that is super- 
ficial thinking. A treaty does not produce a war in a demo- 
cratic world. There can be no great war in a democratic 
world in which peace is maintained with the same scrupulous 
opposition to lawlessness and the same devotion to justice, 
that is given in the domestic life of a democratic nation. 
Peace is an international responsibility. Its maintenance is a 
function of a modern society. You cannot enjoy the fruits 
of freedom in a world made safe for democracy unless there 
is social organization to dispense justice and to curb lawless- 
ness. The failure after the World War was not the Treaty 
of Versailles, but the inadequacy of the organization of peace. 
That inadequacy was in the League of Nations, both in its 
constitution, and its membership. Before the League could 
work—and it was man’s first experiment with an organized 
peace,—old nations, with long memories of wars, had to be 
assured of their security. Lloyd George and Wilson under- 
took to guarantee France’s security, as the pre-condition to 
the launching of the League. But Wilson’s pledge was 
repudiated by the United States Senate, and when it came 
to joining the League this country was kept from member- 
ship by a minority of the Senate. So the French entered the 
League determined to make it, not a new experiment in 
organized peace, but an instrument of security. Through the 
League the French nation of forty millions was to be kept 
as strong as the German nation of sixty-five millions. If the 
United States had joined the League even with the reserva- 
tions which were worked out in the Senate, France would 
have been secure, and the League might have grown from its 
imperfect beginnings into a workable system of peace. And 
the origins of this war include the failure of the United 
States to understand that you can’t have a democratic world 
unless you have organized peace in which every free nation 
assumes its share of the responsibility. 

I think the people of this country were ready to join the 
League. It is a myth that they weren’t. If four men in the 
Senate had changed their votes we should have entered, for 
those four men would have completed the two-thirds ma- 
jority needed. I don’t think the people of this country re- 
alized in the election of 1920 that they were voting on the 
League. Harding promised them a society of nations, and 
the leading Republicans of the day, among them, Root, 
Hughes, Hoover, gave their endorsement to the Harding 
pledge. Only after the election was the public told that the 
League had been repudiated. And having been told so it 
didn’t stop to read the record and check the facts. Somehow 
membership in the League, and so organized service for 
peace, eluded the people of this country and they lost it. 

The breakdown of peace didn’t begin at once, not till 
1931 when Japan invaded Manchuria. If we had been in 
the League, this hardly would have been dared. If Japan 
hadn’t demonstrated that peace could be broken down in 
safety, Mussolini would not have dared the theft of Ethiopia, 
Hitler would not have dared the militarization of the Rhine- 
‘and, the disarmament conferences would not have collapsed 
because of the growing sense of national insecurity. This 
world in the ruins of today would still be enjoying the 
blessings of peace. I say that my generation fought the war 
and lost the peace. And now your generation has lost the 
peace, and you either fight the war now, as in Europe your 
generation is doing, or you stand to fight it later. For there 
is no organization of peace today, no democratic world, no 
system of society where power is diffused, so that no single 
man or no little oligarchy can drive men into conquest. 
Unless the Allies win, there will be only this nation, and 
perhaps this continent, where peace and freedom will be on 
the defensive for as long as the foreseeing eye can tell. You 


of your generation can scorn my generation for its failure to 
learn from the last war only if you have learned what we 
failed to learn. There now can be only two kinds of peace, 
the one imposed by concentrated power, the peace of tyranny, 
or the peace of a free society where power is vested in free 
individuals, and where justice and the observance of law are 
organized as a social function in which all bear their respon- 
sibility. If your generation has learned that, and will set out 
to find the peace that alone can be tolerable, peace in a free 
world, then scorn my generation indeed, for it failed to 
find it. 

I said a while back there were two factors which made it 
hard for you to treasure your immediate heritage. The loss 
of the peace was one of them. The other is the loss of the 
sense of personal validity. I suggest that more destructive 
than the mechanized equipment of the modern army’ have 
been certain branches of the modern so-called sciences of 
psychology and economics. They have produced a revolution 
in man’s attitude to himself, and it hasn’t been like some 
revolutions, a constructive influence. I think it will be in 
time, and don’t misconstrue what I am going to say as 
ingratitude to either of these branches of human knowledge. 
Fifty years ago it was a fairly easy thing for a person to 
think things through and reach a conclusion that rang as 
clearly as a bell. Those were the days of intellectual secu- 
rity. And they are gone. And in their place we have the 
overwhelming sense that nothing is what it seems to be. We 
distrust all outward evidences, we look in all corners for 
hidden motives, we know that nothing that man tells himself 
is quite so, nothing that he tells others is to be really trusted. 
We have found out that the human mind works in layers, 
and there are inscrutable influences that mould a man’s 
thought of which he himself is unaware. The modern 
psychologist can demonstrate that his subconscious life is the 
product of emotional influences, of patterns out of his child- 
hood or infancy, and so hi: conscious thought is a counterfeit, 
which he tries unsuspectingly to pass off on a suspicious 
world. The psychologist has destroyed man’s faith in the 
other fellow’s sincerity, and to some extent man’s faith in 
his own sincerity, and alas, to a great extent, man’s faith in 
any sincerity whatever. 

The branch of economics in which the term economic 
determinism was developed has done for social thinking what 
psychology has done for individual thinking. We are told 
that society never does what it does for the reasons it gives 
itself. History is just the record of economic motives which 
men have not recognized, and history has had to be what it 
has been, not because of these and those individual actions, 
but because vast impersonal forces were playing upon men 
and expending them. Thus there can be no national policies, 
there are only sinister conspiracies working beneath the sur- 
face, against which the educated person can only defend 
himself by utter skepticism and indefatigable suspicion. Now 
I think that this heritage has finished off everything else in 
what has been handed on to your generation by mine. Why 
should you come into such a world, revere its values, ac- 
knowledge to your depths the dignity and beauty of indi- 
vidual life, and be grateful to it, if need be to the point of 
sublime sacrifice? But here again, you have no right to scorn 
the confusion of my generation unless you are keen and 
talented in rediscovering the validity of the individual. Have 
you learned to trust, if not all outer semblances, the proc- 
esses of establishing truth, which can be demonstrated in the 
research laboratory, and in the recesses of your own souls? 
Trial and error, the humility to be wrong and the greatness 
to learn from being wrong, the faith in there being truth? 
Do you know that the truth lies within yourselves, or it 
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does not exist for you? That there is no other truth to you 
save that of your own experience? And can you have faith 
in the process in your own lives, by which you steadily be- 
come more free as you become more wise? And can you have 
faith in the process which makes society free, the democratic 
process, the process of social trial and error, in which all 
individuals share in the trials and errors and the accruing 
social insight? 

To come back to Dr. Robert Ley and his definition of 
freedom in a totalitarian state. You will remember it 
omitted the freedom to think and speak and to participate in 
the process of government. Only individuals who have lost 
faith in themselves and in their individual validity would 
accept such a disguised enslavement. If you don’t believe in 
the godhood which is in you, you are going to believe there 
is godhood in the dictator. If you are confused and sus- 
picious, if you can’t trust the processes of experience, if you 
can’t rely on your own judgments, in humility, but always 
in fervent faith, you are going to give up yourself, abandon 
yourself as a worthwhile possession, sweep yourself aside and 
give yourself by default to a national leader. Not having 
cared for responsibility, which is the other meaning of free- 
dom, you will have thrown all the responsibility on the 
leader. And you will be secure, you will have no responsi- 
bility, and you will not be free. That is what it means to be 
a young man or woman in a totalitarian state. It is police 
state. You either believe what you are told to believe or you 
are purged. 

Now, in conclusion I ask you not to form your judgment 
of your times by looking too closely to what has been given 


to you by the preceding generation. It is true this generation 
has not added much to your freedom and it has prepared 
you poorly to have faith in yourselves. But you have a 
longer heritage. And the freedom that yoy possess and exer- 
cise with all the unconsciousness of good health, came to you, 
not with the wind and rainfall, but out of human effort and 
anguish, out of great striving, gréat believing and great 
sacrifice. Man was not always free. He did not always have 
the right to say, think, read, what he pleased, or to have a 
responsible part in making and enforcing the laws to which 
he was subject. Men died for these things. And you will be 
greatly mistaken if you think that the soldiers of George 
Washington, who went through the winter of Valley Forge, 
liked the idea of dying, just as dying, any more than you do. 
They, and the men who founded this Republic, prized some 
things more than life itself. —To them, you and I alike owe 
gratitude and reverence. We are their heirs, they have no 
other heirs but ourselves. And if you can’t be proud to be 
the heirs of your immediate parents, you can look farther 
back along the line of human endeavor and find cause to be 
grateful that you are free and that there were those willing 
to pay for that freedom. The ancestry is long, and men 
strove to be free, died to be free, long before Karl Marx 
impersonalized history with his partly-true aphorisms about 
economic determinism, and long before Sigmund Freud made 
us aware of the complexities of thought processes. No label 
that can be glued over the freedom for which men have died 
can hide the reality of it. It is freedom. And it is individual 
freedom. They cared for it and unless you care for it you 
are going to lose it. 


The Fifth Column 


GREAT DAYS LIE AHEAD FOR MORAL HEROES 


By ARNAUD C. MARTS, President of Bucknell University 
Baccalaureate Address delivered at Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, June 9, 1940 


listen to me many times during the past four years, 

since that September evening in 1936 when I first 
faced you in the Vaughan Literature Auditorium. You were 
the first freshman class I welcomed and I can still recall your 
vibrant, eager, almost electric expectancy as you poised that 
evening on the threshold of your college experiences. Now 
this morning we approach the parting of the ways. A per- 
fect flood of ideas wells up within me on this occasion, things 
that I might say at this moment of parting. Most of them 
I must leave unsaid, for the time is short. The next few 
moments seem very sacred to me and I shall choose my 
thoughts and my words most carefully. You may be sure 
that what I shall say to you now will be said in the full 
consciousness that this is my last opportunity to make any 
contribution to your Bucknell education. 

You entered Bucknell at a time when you and we believed 
that this generation of civilized mankind would live together 
in peace and decency and that you could devote yourselves to 
the arts of peace. Now, as you leave, you find yourselves in 
a world of awful war. 

I shall not harrow your emotions by describing this shame- 
ful tragedy which the greed of a relatively few men has 
brought crashing down on the heads of hundreds of millions 
of men and women who wanted to live in peace and brother- 
hood. We can only say with Caesar as he stood on a battle- 
field where 80,000 dead lay, after his battle with Pompey. 
Caesar had not wanted this battle but had been forced to it 
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by Pompey. “Alas,” said Caesar as he surveyed the awful 
shambles “he would have it so.” 

Certain men, whose coarseness of spirit we simply cannot 
comprehend, “would have it so” with our bright world. We 
must face it as it is, and rededicate our whole strength and 
ardor to making it a better world in our day. It is not the 
first time in the history of the race that brave men and 
women have had to face the collapse of their dreams. Let us 
repeat those magnificent words uttered by Horace centuries 
ago “Though the great world be overthrown, let us still be 
undismayed”. 


Robert Browning sang of the same eternal hope and faith 
in these words: 


“If I stoop 

Into a dark tremendous sea of cloud, 

It is but for a time; I press God’s lamp 

Close to my breast; its splendor soon or late 
Will pierce the gloom; I shall emerge some day.” 


As I come to these final words to you, I choose to speak to 
you of a great, strong, eternal inner strength which will 
enable you to withstand and prevail. I have called this mes- 
sage “The Fifth Column” because the term has come to 
signify a mysterious weakness and treachery from within. 

The term first came into use three years ago when General 
Franco was marching on Madrid. He is reported to have 
said, “My army consists of four columns marching upon the 
city from four directions, and a fifth column of sympathy and 
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internal weakness which will betray and crumple the city 
from within”. 

What has the Fifth Column to do with you and with 
what I want to say to you? Simply this. There is a Fifth 
Column which can betray an individual just as surely as 
there is one which can betray a nation. The individual’s 
Fifth Column is his lack of a great and eternal faith, his 
cynicism toward moral issues, his confusion regarding ever- 
lasting values, his moral and spiritual flabbiness. 

It is no picnic or circus that lies ahead of us. Neither is 
there any reason for panic or fright. It is to be one of the 
most challenging eras in the history of the human race. All 
of us are beginning to comprehend this dimly, “as through 
a glass darkly”, and are beginning to take inventory of our 
spiritual resources for this titanic struggle ahead. It is to be 
an elemental contest in the long run, an endurance test 
which, after machines have done their horrible worst, will 
be decided in the end by the sheer strength of moral charac- 
ter, unselfish courage, and of an abiding and sublime faith 
in life’s noblest values. 

In this time of inventory and testing, our people are yearn- 
ing and reaching and hungering for these basic virtues. All 
over the land, men and women, one by one, are tearing away 
the shams, rejecting falsehoods, casting aside the tinsel and 
crying in their souls, “I asked for bread and you gave me a 
stone”. We are trying to destroy this fifth column of inner 
weakness before it destroys us. 

During all our four years together my chief concern about 
you has been at this point, because | am well acquainted with 
the world which you are now entering and know all too well 
the weaknesses and cynicisms that are sapping the strength 
and thwarting the lives of millions who are living without 
strong faith and high idealism. I have seen cynicism weaken 
and almost destroy the past two generations of American 
youth. I have seen cynicism and cruel faithlessness utterly 
destroy the youth of two great nations. I have tried to save 
you from this cynicism and flabbiness and failure by uphold- 
ing before you, as strongly as I knew how, high idealism and 
an unshakable faith in a better world. 

During your lifetime you have been subjected to a bom- 
bardment of bitter cynicism which utterly befuddled many 
youths of your generation. Some of our most brilliant novel- 
ists of the present day have made cynicism their profession, 
a highly paid vocation of bitter words and half truths and 
scornful judgments. For pay they have sold a whole genera- 
tion of youth down the river into a slavery of bitterness, 
cynicism and confusion. 

Now, under the shock of today’s tragedies, this shallow 
mood is challenged and many of the bright young scoffers 
are changing their tune. 

One of them, now the honored Librarian of Congress, 
recently made public confession of the cynical tricks they 
had played on the lives of your generation of youth in these 
words: ‘The post-war writers, of whom I was one, who 
educated a generation to suspect the tags, the slogans and 
even the words, left that generation defenceless before an 
aggressor whose whole strength consists in destroying re- 
spect for law, respect for morality, respect for the Word”. 

Many of the nation’s teachers joined in this cult of cyni- 
cism also. Their original purpose was probably a sound 
educational one—to break down the smug satisfaction most 
young students have in a very little knowledge, to destroy 
the petty dogmatism of ignorance and to make an honest 
doubt the cornerstone of a wider knowledge. But too many 
of our teachers in America in recent years, not at Bucknell, 
I am proud to say, have used all of their zeal in tearing 
down immature faiths and have shown no zeal or capacity 


to inspire their students to reconstruct a mature and genuine 
faith in those great values which have been proved over and 
over again in the past ten thousand years of the race’s quest 
for truth and stability. 

Dorothy Thompson has recently written, “Our universi- 
ties have been given over for years now to a philosophy of 
historic relativism, under which there are no absolute stand- 
ards for anything. It takes a very strong human being to 
live in a world where there is no right or wrong, no God in 
the sky, no rules that everybody must obey, but where every- 
thing is relative. Most people completely lose their bearings 
in such a universe.” 

Walter Lippman has added, ‘““This tragic ordeal has come 
about because men thought it clever to be cynical, and 
enlightened to be unbelieving, and sensible to be soft.” 

You have probably not been aware of it, but my whole 
purpose in trying to serve Bucknell has been to help you at 
this point of your greatest need and maximum danger. I 
have done all I have known how to do as your leader, by 
word and by example, to give you faith in life’s noblest and 
eternal values, to save you from the mass betrayal of cyni- 
cism, cheapness and softness. Now, at the end, I cannot let 
you face this world without once more giving you my last 
solemn testament that there are a few great faiths worthy of 
your everlasting trust. 

First. The first great faith, in which you can believe with 
all your hearts, is American democracy. Modern cynicism 
has made it extremely unpopular to express a love for 
America. One who does it may be called a Babbit, or a 
Rotarian or a Hundred Percenter. It has been part of the 
pattern of our recent superficial living to laugh, in an amused 
and cultivated manner, at those who profess a love for 
America. How often have you heard someone say, “Maybe 
the Russians have something”, or, “I guess we need a Musso- 
lini here”, or, “I’d like to see Hitler turned loose in New 
York”. 

At a recent meeting in Indiana of representatives of over 
200 colleges and universities, one college president made this 
report: ‘There are plenty of people in the schools of 
America who believe America is not worth saving”’. 

As for me, if America is not worth saving, if our demo- 
cratic society is not worthy of our love and devotion, then 
there is no known society worth saving. What has Com- 
munism done for Russia that we should feel anything but 
abhorrence for it? What has Nazism done for Germany 
that we should have any feeling except loathing for it? As 
I look at the tragedies in other lands brought by these weird 
experiments, I feel toward America as did the man who 
landed in Baltimore the other day after a year in Germany 
and fell to his knees and kissed the dirt of this nation. 

You members of the Class of 1940 have never seen Amer- 
ica at its best. About the time you were born, the real 
America of long, happy tradition, underwent a change from 
which it has not yet recovered. It has been a sick America 
during all your lifetime to date. The pre-world-war Amer- 
ica of personal integrity, of social modesty and dignity, of 
humanitarian zeal, of happy family life, of quiet enthusiasm 
for cultural and intellectual values, of simple religious faith, 
of ambition and confidence in the future—this was the true 
America which you never knew. One form of illness in the 
1920’s brought on another form of national illness in the 
1930's. 

In your twenty years of life you have not yet experienced 
a well America. Some day you will, I hope and believe. 
But even with our national illness and our obvious short- 
comings, America represents the highest stage of human and 
social happiness on this planet, worthy of our love and faith 
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and loyalty. America sick is a nobler land than any well 
nation that I know. Here in our nation lies the very hope 
of civilization itself. It is sick, to be sure. Alright, let us 
make it well. Do not let a fifth column of doubt about 
America betray you into withholding your uttermost devo- 
tion to it. 

When I came to Bucknell four and a half years ago there 
were many needs clamoring for action. It was obvious that 
I would have to ask many friends tor many gifts. The very 
first thing I asked for was an American flag that I could 
stand on the platform on occasions like this. An alumnus of 
Bucknell responded to my request and brought this beautiful 
flag—the finest he could find. It was the first gift to Buck- 
nell under my leadership. 

When Old Main was rebuilt, I instructed the architect 
to provide a place for the flag over the center of Roberts 
Hall. On the first day we moved into the Roberts Hall, I 
took an American flag in my hands, climbed the ladder up 
through the trap door which leads onto the roof, and per- 
sonally broke out the flag on the halyard, and gave instruc- 
tions that the flag should fly there every clear day. 

I love America. 

The second eternal faith which you can embrace with all 
your hearts is a faith in a living and loving God, creator and 
father of a moral universe. 

“What”, you cry, “believe in a living and loving God in 
this day; Creator of a moral universe, believe in that, now?” 
Yes, believe in that now, more firmly and unshakably than 
ever before. If this present world tragedy can teach us any- 
thing at all, it is to put more faith rather than less in the 
great God of a moral universe. At a time of similar crisis, 
the prophet in the Old Testament cried out, “Who art thou, 
that thou shouldst feel afraid of a man, and forget the Lord, 
they Maker?” 

Perhaps I am not talking about the same kind of God of 
whom you are thinking. Some are saying, “There just can’t 
be a living God or he would stop this war”. Others’ idea of 
God is someone to pray to to stop a headache. Still others 
plead to God to save them from the sorrow of the death of 
a loved one. Some ask God to send rain when their corn- 
fields need it, or to send the sun on Spring Festival and 
Home-Coming days. Some want God to help them in 
examinations. The little six year old boy ended his evening 
bedside prayer with this petition, ““Now God, please bring 
me my pajamas which are hanging in the clothes closet’’. 

I am not asking you to have faith in that kind of God. 
The God in whom I ask you to believe is not a nursemaid, 
nor an aspirin tablet, nor a rain-maker, nor a tutor, nor a 
professional hostess whose duty is to make the customers 
feel happy all the time. 

I do ask you to put your eternal faith in a majestic God 
who is operating this world on moral laws which are just as 
exacting and precise and observable as are the physical laws 
on which the universe operates on schedule time day after 
day, year after year, century after century, age after age, 
without deviation and without default. The same great mind 
that created these precise physical laws created equally pre- 
cise moral laws. The very core of the moral law is “Love 
thy neighbor as thyself”. It is as silly of us to disobey that 
basic moral law as it would be to disobey the basic physical 
law of gravity. 

Don’t lose your faith in God, because when men disobey 
his great majestic rules of the universe they bring suffering 
upon themselves. That would be a queer perversion of logic. 
Can you imagine the grace and beauty of this human world 
if all men would obey his moral law simultaneously ? 

Put your faith in him openly against the cynics. Bow 


wa. di te aia 


your head to his will, submit your life to his law of unselfish- 
ness, worship him on Sunday, believe evermore in his plan 
for brotherhood ; soon you will feel a new zest, a new power, 
a new sense of dignity, of values, of eagerness to live and lift 
and serve. For you will be hooking up your life to the 
cosmic high tension Jines of the universe, through which flow 
the everlasting powers of creative life itself. Theive can be 
no fifth ‘column of doubt, of cynicism, of befuddlement in 
the heart and mind of a person who has made dynamic con- 
tact with the living and loving God. That person knows 
the meaning of life. The lives of millions of people, includ- 
ing my own, have been transformed, quickened, electrified 
by making this contact with the eternal God of majesty, of 
moral law, and of tender love. 

If there are any among you who sincerely want to make 
contact with such a God and cannot do it, come and see me, 
or drop me a note and | will try to help you. 

Third, you may have faith that there is a right and wrong 
in human affairs and that in the long run the right will pre- 
vail. Civilization is a constant contest between right and 
wrong, a seesaw battle in which first one, then the other, 
triumphs for the time being. Evil is enthroned now, to be 
sure, for its brief day of glory. I may never see the world 
forces of right prevail again in my lifetime, but you will in 
yours. ‘God does not pay every Saturday night”, goes a 
French proverb. But he pays eventually in his own time and 
in his own coin. 

This Evil has millions of unwilling subjects. I predict a 
most uncomfortable reign for it, and I prophecy that you, 
in your day, will see Right enthroned again—provided you 
will banish any fifth column of doubt that there is no dif- 
ference between right and wrong. 

Recently we have seen a befuddled young king make a 
most difficult moral decision at a time of terrific stress. When 
the country his father had defended was invaded, he asked 
help from his neighbors. Eighteen days later, when 300,000 
of his neighbors had responded and were fighting on his soil, 
he laid down his arms and left them alone to their dreadful 
fate. It is not for us to judge him; history will do that over 
the long, impersonal perspective of time. But we can learn 
a lesson from his tragedy. His real tragedy was not at the 
moment of surrender under stress. His real tragedy was at 
a moment four years before, during days of peace and rela- 
tive tranquility, when he canceled the treaty his rugged 
father had written in blood with his democratic neighbors. 
This young king could not see any difference between 
democracy and despotism, between decency and evil, between 
a right and a wrong. This confusion of moral values in time 
of peace became a fifth column of weakness which betrayed 
him in time of stress. 

You will not be called on to make any such decision as he 
had to make. But your decisions will mean as much to your 
own happiness and usefulness as his did to him. Whenever 
you rationalize as right what you know to be wrong, when- 
ever you surrender your decency and your honesty because 
someone has discovered smooth ways in which you can be 
indecent and dishonest, you are creating within your per- 
sonality a fifth column that will eventually betray you to a 
life of mediocrity and unhappiness. 

The historian, Froude, has described a group of men and 
women, the Calvinists of the past three centuries, who had 
abiding faith in the right as they understood it, and whose 
strong convictions laid the foundations of our civilization 
on this continent, in these words, “‘When all else has failed— 
when patriotism has covered its face, when human courage 
has broken down, when intellect has yielded—when emotion 
and sentiment have dreamt themselves into forgetfulness that 
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there is any difference between lies and truth, the form of 
belief called Calvinism has borne ever an inflexible front to 
illusion and mendacity, and has preferred rather to be 
ground to powder like flint than to melt before enervating 
temptation.” 

Never have we so desperately needed a generation of 
intelligent young men and women with an undying faith in 
right versus wrong, as we now need you. And never has a 
generation of youth so much needed for its own soul’s good 
to gamble its all that there is a difference between right and 
wrong and that it will rather be ground to powder like flint 
than to lower its high ideals of right. There is a black and 
there is a white in human conduct. There is a wrong and 
there is a right. When everything is gray, neither wrong 
nor right, the fifth column has moved in and will betray 
you. I hope and believe that you will put your faith in the 
right as you understand it, and gamble your life on it, win 
or lose. 


Fourth, put your faith also in these Arts of Peace that you 
have learned at Bucknell, these enthusiasms for wholesome, 
creative expressions such as music, literature, sport, science, 
art and the like which enrich and ennoble human life. Keep 
these interests and cultivate them as your hobbies. There 
may be hard external times ahead, but no matter—if you 
can carry these cultural nourishments in your minds and 
souls. ‘Men shall not live by bread alone”. You know how 
to fill your knapsacks with food that will never perish, except 
by your own neglect. 


“If, between dawn and darkness, you can find 
Somewhere, some secret loveliness to lie 

Cool on the heart, some attribute of sky, 
Hushing the vicious wheeling of the mind; 

Some attribute of earth—a willow-frond, 

Lifted by wind; three snow-white birches bowed 
Over a pool; a shell, a stone, a cloud— 

You will have found the rainbow’s pot of gold; 
Wise men, since earth was very young, would give 
Kingdoms for such. Nothing betrays them—cold, 
Nor heat, nor storm. Possess them while you live; 
Then, dying, test them from the closer range, 
Change within substance defying change.” 


(JoHN WILLIAM ANDREWS) 


Finally—have faith in your children. In the years ahead, 
many of you will become mothers and fathers of little chil- 
dren whose minds and souls will be innocent of the failures 
and sins and shallowness of our day. Keep cynicism and 
falsehood and selfish flabbiness away from their tiny, sweet 
worlds. Breathe into their souls from their first instants of 
awareness these great truths and loves and faiths by which 
men become free and noble and happy. Twenty years from 
now send us a generation of Bucknellians, prepared in spirit 


and in character to become builders of the City of Light. 
Together, you as parents, we as college teachers, can create 
such a generation ready to live like intelligent and unselfish 
brothers under the fatherhood of a living God. 

It is queer how many ways there are to describe the Buck- 
nell way of life. This talk has just been another way of 
saying, “Be true to the Bucknell way of life”. And it is 
equally queer how many ways there are of describing the 
Christian way of life. For this farewell talk to you has been, 
also, just another way of saying, “Be true to the Christian 
way of life”. For faith in high idealism and integrity and 
brotherhood are precisely the values for which Jesus lived 
and taught and died. And it is his spirit which lures us on 
to this way of life. A great man of another desperate day 
was often discouraged, but his courage was renewed time 
after time until final victory by his loyalty to Christ. Said 
he, “Again and again I have been tempted to give up the 
struggle, but always the figure of that Strange Man hanging 
on the Cross sent me back to my work again”. 


“O Risen Christ 
By the power of Thine empty tomb, 
We beseech Thee, 
Out of this death bring life, 
Out of this jungle-promise, philtres of love, 
And simples of healing, and garlands.” 


(FLorENCE CONVERSE) 


And now your Bucknell education is over. Tomorrow I 
shall hand you your diplomas. In the years to come you will 
think of your experiences and of your friends here with 
appreciation, and with tenderness, and affection. If you 
should include me in your memories, please do not think 
only of me as the president under whom this or that building 
was erected, or this or that accreditment of Bucknell was 
obtained, or this or that move in behalf of faculty or of 
students was taken. Think of me, rather, if you can do so 
sincerely, as your leader and your friend who gave all that 
he possessed of strength and devotion, in a day of cynicism 
and of false and shoddy values, to keep you from being 
betrayed. That is why I have carried on with you and for 
you in these grueling four years. If memories of Bucknell 
include a flicker or quickening of strong faith and high 
idealisms as you think of me, I shall be fully repaid. 

Now, you cease to be students, and you take your places 
as colleagues with the rest of us who are battling for the 
eternal values of human civilization. It’s going to be a grand 
battle. I congratulate you on the privilege of living in this 
hour when we are to drop all the trappings of sham and 
pretense, and oppose courage and honor and character and 
faith in their sheerest, elemental form to the naked forces of 
falsehood and cruelty and despotism. Great days lie ahead 
for moral heroes. May each Bucknellian of the Class of 
1940 be true! 


Youth’s Opportunity and Responsibility 


A SIGNIFICANT ROLE TO PLAY IN THE YEARS AHEAD 
By JAMES S. KEMPER, President, Chamber of Commerce of the United States 
Delivered before the Annual Meeting of the United States Junior Chamber of Commerce, Washington, D. C., 
June 20, 1940 


the moment our thought of domestic problems is 


ZZ 
A shadowed and diverted by the grim spectre of the war 
abroad. The French capitulation has shocked and 
upset all of us. But we do have some very important and 





serious American problems of which we can not afford to lose 
sight. There are dangers from within that threaten our way 
of living quite as much as dangers from without. 

Materially, we have prospered greatly. We enjoy more 
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comforts and more luxuries, have better educational and 
recreational facilities than any nation in the world. 

The humblest citizen if American born still can aspire 
to the Presidency. The mechanic of yesterday is the head of 
a great automobile industry of today. The steerage passenger 
of yesterday now heads a great radio business. The clerk 
in the insurance office rises to the presidency of his company. 
The student who worked his way through school becomes 
the head of a great university. And so it is through all the 
ramifications of our national life. It is your job and my job 
to protect the system that made these things possible just 
as it is our job to protect against the invader from without. 

You who have come here to attend this meeting have evi- 
denced by your attendance and by your support of the 
Junior Chambers that you do have a real interest in public 
questions. You have taken advantage of the opportunity 
your organization and its constituent members affords to do 
something unselfishly for your fellows. 

The acceptance of this opportunity carries with it a very 
definite responsibility. If your leadership is not intelligent, 
if your decisions are not sound, if your thinking is not 
calm and sane, then your leadership will be worse than of 
no avail. 


RESPONSIBILE LEADERSHIP 


To me the saddest picture in national life is that of a 
person in a responsible public position who has the qualities 
of leadership, who has the ability to influence the thinking 
of his countrymen but who uses that power and that ability 
in a way that is unworthy of the high trust his position 
implies. 

There has been this type of leadership in our country. 
Leadership which has made personal or political party ad- 
vantage a primary consideration. Leadership which has en- 
couraged class consciousness and class hatred. Leadership 
which has deliberately confused issues to achieve selfish ends. 
Leadership which posed as liberal but which actually was 
illiberal and intolerant. 

Thinking about this talk and in an effort to forget for the 
moment the problems that currently beset us, I sat down the 
other evening and read some pages from the diary of my 
grandfather’s grandfather. He was a young itinerant minis- 
ter who in 1783 went from Virginia to Ohio to preach the 
gospel to the widely scattered settlers of the Ohio valley. 
I always am moved by the simple story of his day by day 
work riding on horseback as he did 15 miles or more daily, 
stopping along the road to visit a sick settler, or to baptize 
a baby, or to have a word of evening prayer with such neigh- 
bors as could be brought together. But what stirred me 
most was the evidence of his complete lack of discrimination 
with respect to race or creed. For days at a time he did not 
see a single member of his own denomination and yet in his 
errand of mercy and comfort he served where opportunity 
offered or need existed. 

To him as in the eyes of his Maker each had a soul and 
all were equal. That indeed was the view of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence when just a few years 
before they declared: “All men are created equal; they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; 
that among these are life, liberty and pursuit of happiness ;” 
AND “That to secure these rights governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of 
the governed.” 

Nothing there to suggest domination of one class by 
another. Nothing there to suggest that an employer should 
not be permitted to counsel with his men on any problem 
that may concern them. Nothing there to suggest that the 
State and not its people should be supreme. 





Abraham Lincoln understood this. The other day when 
I was in the capitol of the State of Illinois, I stood before 
his statue and on it read these words of Lincoln’s: “If there 
is anything that the whole people can not intrust to anyone 
but themselves, that thing is the preservation and perpetuity 
of their liberty and their institutions.” 


THREAT OF ABSOLUTISM 


Do you think that if we had followed Lincoln’s advice we 
should have accepted the increasing amount of regimentation 
that now so vitally affects our freedom of opportunity? I 
don’t. And I say to you that unless we are alert to the 
dangers that face the people, if this government which is 
supposed to be our servant, becomes our master, then we may 
find on a day not so far distant as we might assume, that the 
State has become the absolute ruler of our lives and our 
destinies. 

Some have spoken slightingly of the “horse and buggy 
days.” My view is that the philosophies of those days well 
might be our guide today. I never have believed that honesty, 
fair play, or good sense could be achieved by legislation. On 
the contrary, I hold to the view that there should be in our 
laws no “musts” and only those few “must nots” which are 
necessary for the protection of life and property and the 
maintenance of an orderly government. 

We cannot allow our public thinking to be distorted to 
the view that a more highly authoritative control by the 
government is the means of bringing about a greater good 
for a greater number. Indeed history records countless evi- 
dences that there is no good for the number or for the indi- 
vidual, if the liberty of the individual is taken away. 

With all your vision and with all your energy, I urge that 
you enlist yourselves, as members of Junior Chambers of 
Commerce, to the protection of that ideal. 

In this connection it is important to remember that Hit- 
lerism was and is a youth movement. Its Italian counterpart 
likewise was organized around especially trained and fanat- 
ically devoted groups under twenty-five years of age. It was 
the domination of new blood, that has made the German 
army in the last few months such a formidable machine. 
Youth training, youth discipline and youth abstinence from 
indulgence made possible not only the fighting machine but 
the organization behind it which provided equipment and 
supplies. One cannot but speculate on what that same energy 
and enthusiasm could have produced if directed along con- 
structive lines. 


Youtu’s New Roe 


In my judgment, but in a totally different way, the youth 
of our country has an equally significant role to play in the 
years that lie immediately ahead. 

As I see it, to us of the business world has been committed 
the giant task of reorganizing and battling for those spiritual 
and intellectual ideals that feed and sustain our whole 
American way of life from its forms of government to its 
methods of free economic enterprise. On the political front 
it is clear to every thinking person that American govern- 
ment is functioning in city, state and nation with about the 
same efficiency in relation to its problems that might be 
expected of an army equipped with bows and arrows, fight- 
ing against a body of men armed with machine guns. 

We businessmen as a group have been subjected to some 
rather severe criticism in recent years. Much of it was de- 
served. But if American business as a whole was as honey- 
combed with graft or shot through with screwball schemes 
as is much of our so-called democratic government, then 
America never could have reached its present world position. 
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The conclusion of all this is clear. We must join political 
parties, help write political platforms, and seek to get men 
in public office who will provide us with something better 
than Model T efficiency in government. 


BUSINESS IN PoLitics 


I care not to what party you belong. The important thing 
is to do something about the political situation in your com- 
munity. It is easy enough to write letters of protest to 
Congress when something is proposed to which you object. 
But remember that the place to correct government you don’t 
like is in your own precinct. If you will take an interest in 
the men who run your party in your own home neighbor- 
hood and in the men who are selected as candidates, you will 
* have demonstrated that your activity in an organization like 
this springs from hearts that believe in America and in 
American institutions and in our representative form of 
government. 

I'll admit that some of these things seem unimportant in 
contrast to the immediate vital issues of preparedness and of 
the effect upon us of the swift moving scene in Europe. But 
for that very reason they should be mentioned because history 
repeatedly has shown that it is in time of war or threat of 
war that democratic peoples must be particularly on the alert 
to protect their rights. 

Complaining about water that has flowed over the dam 
ordinarily doesn’t do much good but I think it can be said 
and properly too that if those in control of our government 
had given one tenth of the time to a wise expenditure of the 
billions we have voted for preparedness that they have to 
building up political machines through government spending, 
our nation today would be in an infinitely better position. 
And this without reference to the fact that a large part of 
the billions we have spent for work relief easily could have 
been used for preparedness and with a much better effect on 
the morale of our citizenry. 


Less TALK, More Arms 


The events of the past few weeks have made it perfectly 
clear that any assistance we have given or could have given 
the Allies probably would have had little if any effect upon 
the outcome of the present hostilities. That being the case, 
I submit to you that ordinary prudence would seem to indi- 
cate that you and I well might say: “Let’s have done with 
sabre rattling at least until we have removed the dust and 
cobwebs and rust from our sabres.” 

In this situation, the position of the Chamber is that we 
should have adequate defense against any aggressor. For 
inany years our committee on national defense, in cooperation 
with the military authorities in the government, has urged 
the importance of preparedness. We believe that in proceed- 
ing with this new program we should act sanely and that 
means taking full advantage of the mistakes made at the time 
of the last war and in our more recent military program. 

Supplementing our committee on national defense, I shall 
report to the Board of Directors of the Senior Chamber at 
its meeting tomorrow, the organization of a National Policy 
Council. The personnel of this council largely has been 
determined with a selection of outstanding men in each field. 
This council will cover those important aspects beyond the 
purely military phase. 

Amongst these are production, finance, construction, trans- 
portation, subversive activities, national economy, taxation, 
merchant marine, netural resources, price levels, agriculture 
and flow of capital. Barring handicaps of government crea- 
tion, this committee and others associated with it can 
promptly and effectively put into motion the great business 





machine of America in full and hearty cooperation with 
agencies of government. 


Non-Po.itTicaAL DEFENSE 


But business and industry can not do its part of the job 
unless government will clear the track of bureaucratic red 
tape, selfishness and the desire for independent action. Our 
great need, particularly as applied to the army, is equipment 
and supplies. Their procurement is not a political job. What 
the situation requires is business ability, initiative and com- 
mon sense, backed by authority that will permit immediate 
action. 

You will agree that we can not afford to be niggardly 
about the cost of preparedness. But, we do have the right to 
know that these added costs will not be wasted. And we can 
insist also that the objectives be made clear to all of us. 

For the past few weeks we all have been shocked and 
distressed by what is going on across the Atlantic. 

We entered the last world war with the highest of motives. 
We wanted nothing for ourselves and made that perfectly 
clear to everyone. We thought we were entering a war to 
outlaw wars and rule by force. We were going to make the 
world safe for our kind of government. 


RECURRING EUROPEAN WARS 


Let’s consider for a moment just what happened. Forty- 
three years had elapsed following the conclusion of the 
Franco-Prussian war of 1870-1. During that period there 
were 12 comparatively minor conflicts. Since the conclusion 
of the last world war 1914-1918 there has been no period of 
a year when the nations of the world all were at peace. 
Almost before the ink was dry on the Treaty of Versailles, 
Europe’s age-old struggle was resumed. 

And now the thought in the mind of every American is— 
“What part, if any, should we play?” 

It seems to me that in endeavoring to find the answer we 
well might go back to Washington’s advice in his farewell 
address and in the light of our experience since his day 
endeavor to determine the course we now should pursue, 
I quote: 


“Excessive partiality for one foreign nation and exces- 
sive dislike of another, cause those whom they actuate to 
see danger only on one side. 

“Real patriots who may resist the intrigues of the 
favorite are liable to become suspected and odious while 
its tools and dupes usurp the applause and confidence of 
the people to surrender their interests. 

“Europe has a set of primary interests which to us have 
none, or a very remote, relation. Hence, she must be 
engaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which are 
essentially foreign to our concerns.” 


Until 1917 we followed Washington’s advice except for - 


the war of 1812 when we were not the aggressor. And 
because we followed his advice, our forefathers were able to 
devote their thought and energy to building America. 


CALM JUDGMENT ESSENTIAL 


But it is difficult when we read the stories that come to us 
daily from Europe not to let our emotions overpower our 
reasoning. Much will be said on the radio and much will be 
printed in the newspapers that unless we are careful will 
inflame our passions and cloud our judgment. 

Here’s a simple example of the sort of thing that goes on. 
A few days ago one of the leading American newspapers 
under its first page war news summary carried this press dis- 
patch entitled: “Seize Spy with U. S. Maps.” The article 
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read—‘“Arrest of a spy suspect possessing U. S. maps of 
potential military value was disclosed today by Atlanta 
police.” Just as a matter of curiosity I wrote to a friend in 
Atlanta and asked him for the facts. This was his reply: 
“IT have investigated the attached through Government 
sources and find that there is nothing to it. Actually, while 
the man did have a foreign accent, the only maps he possessed 
were ordinary road maps which he had picked up at a nearby 
oil station.” 
Mass PsycHOLocy 


I yield to no one in my devotion to this country and to the 
principles for which it stands. But there comes a time when 
the test of good citizenship is not determined by whether one 
follows the crowd. My Scotch grandfather indelibly im- 
pressed upon my memory this philosophy: “When you see 
most of your associates or most of your contemporaries or 
competitors in business or most of the people of the country 
headed in one direction, go off by yourself in some quiet place, 
preferably the sort of place where you can commune with 
nature, and ask yourself this question—‘Why are they going 
in that direction—Is it the right direction?” And then he 
added, ‘My boy, you will be surprised to find how often it is 
not.” 

And because I never since childhood have forgotten that 
advice, I now, in considering with you the serious problems 
that confront us, ask myself and ask you “are those who 
think the preservation of our country is dependent upon 
American participation in this war properly appraising the 
situation and would such participation best serve the interests 
not only of our own country, which always should be our 
primary concern, but the interests of the world in which we 
live?” 

As I get the picture, opinion is divided on the question as 
to whether eventual American participation is inevitable. 
But the great mass of our countrymen are not convinced that 
war for us can not be avoided. 


Our First Duty 


One thing is certain. We must be calm. That will be no 
easy task, because the tug on our heartstrings is strong. But 
it is not too great a task, if we dedicate ourselves to the 
proposition that our first responsibility is the preservation of 
this, our country. 


Arm we must and in such a way that no aggressor will 
dare attack us. But never must we lose sight of the fact that 
history, and our children and grandchildren will hold us to 
strict account for any unnecessary spilling of American 
blood. 

Speaking for myself, I can conceive nothing more destruc- 
tive to America and to American institutions than for us to 
engage in Europe’s present war. Participation by us would 
add to our already staggering debt—a burden that would so 
adversely affect our national economy that we would closely 
approach, if indeed not actually experience, complete eco- 
nomic collapse. 

If national bankruptcy which resulted in many countries 
of central Europe after the world war were repeated here, 
it surely would open the door for one man government, call 
it dictatorship or receivership as you will. 

And if we did this unthinkable thing—destroying the 
flower of our youth and wasting the savings of our citizens,— 
who would there be to bind the wounds, who would there be 
to extend aid and help of the type we so generously gave 
after the last war, who would provide food for those who 
were hungry, who would fight pestilence and disease and 
who would have the means with which to reestablish business 
and industry and agriculture and provide jobs for labor in 
the countries whose normal functions were completely disor- 
ganized by the ravages of war. 

No, my young friends, sympathize though we all do with 
the Allies, our answer to the saving of representative govern- 
ment is not through American participation in this war. It is 
more likely that for us it might bring exactly the opposite 
result. 

You young men gathered here today are the flower of the 
crop of American youth. In your hands lies in a large 
measure the destiny of America. You are devoted to your 
country and to its institutions. You would rise as a man to 
defend America against foreign aggression. You will not be 
so influenced by emotional appeals that it will be impossible 
for you to appraise the really vital issues of the situation. 

Thank God that you are realistic—that you do require the 
reasons behind the policies that are suggested to you. And 
thank God that you have ability and clearness of vision. 

Hysteria has no place in this picture. America is not at 
war. If we think and act calmly and sanely we may be saved 
its awful toll. That is my prayer today. 


The Spirit of Tolerance 


THE BEGINNING AND END OF ALL EDUCATION 


By JOHN CUDAHY, American Ambassador to Belgium 
Delivered before the Cercle des Alumni de la Fondation Universitaire, Brussels, April 27, 1940 


Many years have gone by since some of us went 

forth with high hope from cloistered academic halls, 
but the passage of time has not stilled our intellectual ardor 
nor dulled our inquisitiveness for mental exploration. If we 
were students in college, we are more than ever students 
now. For to cease to study and to expand the mental horizon 
is to cease to live. And the most important lessons we learned 
at the feet of our professors were not those gathered from 
books and lectures, but the habit of thought, the joy of 
mental stimulation, and the permanent enrichment which 
comes from association with learned and cultivated minds. 


M Base le Président and Fellow Students. 





This is the kindred feeling which transcends the limitation 
of any nationalism and unites men in a fraternity of under- 
standing and tolerance the world over. It is the spirit which 
prompted the creation of the Foundation Universitaire under 
whose maternal protection we assemble here tonight. 

The compensation of this esoteric comradeship will never 
be known to those who are not admitted to the mystic circle 
of our fraternity. You will always hear the criticism directed 
against higher education, that years in college are a waste of 
time, that the college is responsible for more feeble dilettant- 
ism, intellectual flapdoodle and socialistic crackpotism than 
all other malevolent influences put together. 
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What profit it a man to know Plato and Aristotle when 
confronted with the cold, flat fact of making a living? What 
good does it do to look out upon the living present with the 
dim, dust-sprayed eyes of the past? The answer is an empty 
negative, if you must judge by the standards of the market- 
place. 

But there are other values than those which are reckoned 
in the market-place; and if these distracted times in which 
we live, prove anything, they prove that the greatest delusion 
of all is reliance upon the security and permanence of ma- 
terial possessions. 

Yes, if we would look for genuine and lasting wealth, we 
must search for some other coin than that which passes cur- 
rent in the market-place. And in that search we will dis- 
cover that the treasure-house of education has stood intact 
and unshaken in the tempest and fury of the storm. For the 
man of cultivated life has founded his house upon a rock 
against which the winds and waves of disaster beat in vain. 
Never of him can it be said that he is “but a pipe for For- 
tune’s finger to sound what stop she please.” 

You may reduce him to a pitiful pittance. You may 
scourge him with poverty. You may crucify him with afflic- 
tion. But you can never take away the magnificent mansion 
of his mind. There in the serenity of the spirit he dwells 
indifferent to the vagrant caprices of this fluctuating, tem- 
poral scene, secure in the illimitable resources of a liberal 
education. 

And what is a liberal education? Nearly two thousand 
years ago there was introduced into a world of brutal ignor- 
ance the greatest system of education mankind has ever 
known. Sympathy, compassion for suffering, capacity to 
understand the human heart, charity, forgiveness for sinners, 
in a word, tolerance—that was the teaching and the doctrine 
of Jesus Christ. 

Tolerance is the beginning and the end of all social and 
political education. It is the keystone of what we call West- 
ern civilization. 

Tolerance unites that democratic order of life under which 
you in Belgium and we in America were privileged to be 
born. It is the order under which we intend to keep on 
living. It is the order we shall preserve, cost what that may. 
And at the heart of democracy is tolerance. There are 
countries where one may differ without being damned, where 
the State exists for the people and not the people for the 
State, where it is considered that the minority is just as 
necessary for the functioning of free institutions as the will 
of the majority. For in great suffering and pain we have 
learned by much experience that the minority is often right 
and the majority is often wrong. 

Tolerance. Tolerance was the animation of that great, 
liberal, humanizing movement of the latter eighteenth cen- 
tury which found permanent expression in the Constitution 
of the United States and the Constitution of Belgium. 

You will find, if you examine these great charters of 
liberty, this principle not enunciated as a concept of political 
philosophy but set forth as a vivid, vital truth about which 
were built those safeguards of individual right, more precious 
to free men than life itself. 

From that day of emancipation, despite temporary checks 
and discouragements, the spirit of tolerance gained more and 


more influence in the councils of men and the conduct of 
affairs between nations. During the past century science, 
mechanical invention, material progress and the accumulation 
of wealth brought the nations together in closer communica- 
tion, more intimate association and cultural exchange than 
the world had witnessed in all the passage of the years which 
had gone before. Men talked about a social and political 
international order not as a dream but as if it were soon to 
become a reality. The movement for world peace gained in 
momentum. We had the Hague Tribunal for the settlement 
by orderly processes of controversies between nations in the 
same fashion that such controversies between individuals had 
been settled for more than five hundred years. 


Certainly in the spectacle of all this progress and develop- 
ment, war seemed an atavistic contemplation, an anachronism 
which was unthinkable. 

But, unthinkable or not, war did come—the most devas- 
tating and exhausting war in all history. 


Since then, another generation has come on the scene, and 
now, at the threshold of maturity, stands bewildered frus- 
trated and disillusioned at the prospect of another titanic 
conflict with its spate of waste and desolation. If that des- 
perate struggle goes on to its mortal end, this Continent will 
be reduced to ashes and the gains in cultural advancement 
achieved by the toil and sacrifice of nineteen centuries will 
be thrown to the winds. 


And yet not a single effectual hand is raised to stay this 
mad career of indescribable folly. Must this always be? 
Must the story of human society forever be but a recitation 
of frightful cataclysms with consequences of cruel grief and 
unspeakable misery ? 

They will tell you—the defeatists—that war is a natural 
phenomenon; that we shall always have wars so long as 
nationalism dominates the policies of the Chanceries, so long 
as diplomacy has not vision enough, has not honesty and 
courage enough, to view the world as one great community ; 
so long as politicians guided by vanity think in terms of 
selfish national advantage; so long as nations struggle for 
short-sighted economic privilege in the markets of the world. 


Always there have been such defeatists who have scoffed 
at and deprecated the great emancipating movements of his- 
tory and it is no argument that because the generation which 
made the last peace failed we of this generation must fail 
again. 

That they did fail is the more emphatic reason why we 
must not fail. The spirit of tolerance which despite dis- 
heartening discouragements and temporary reverses, has gone 
on and on from victory to victory for over nineteen cen- 
turies, shall not succumb now. 

We shall not abandon the cause of civilization because 
night has descended upon the earth and the dawn of hope 
seems so long deferred. We shall not give up the good fight 
because the odds are hard and the battle not easily won. 
We shall not be recreant to the faith of our fathers by 
supinely resigning the generations yet unborn to the curse 
of war. 

War is a challenge to education. Will we accept that 
challenge? I ask the question. I leave to you men of the 
Fondation Universitaire the answer. 
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